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FRANCE AT THE CROSSROADS 


For days now, the friends of France 
have been waiting for news from Pa- 
ris like for bulletins about the condi- 
rion of a patient in agony. The profound 
cern of world public opinion for the 
destiny of a country which, at a mo- 
mentous historical hour, had ushered in 
a new epoch and become the nucleus of 
teedom and the boldness of spirit is not 
9f an emotional character alone: on the 
solitical map of the world France is a 
factor of a particular balance of strength 
and her present and potential effect upon 
he development of international relations 
epreserits a component that has to be 
aken into account in all political cal- 
ulations. 
~The prelude to’ the generals’ putsch, 
which came at a moment when the events 
fa the Paris—Algiers line had started to 
levelop at a dizzy rate, is so familiar 
hat it is quite sufficient to fix but its 
asic aspects in order to grasp the es- 
ence of the causes which have unex- 
ectedly brought France on the. verge of 
ivil war and the meaning of the con- 
equences which will emerge for France 
nd the world at large following on de- 
ouncement of one kind or another. 

The weaknesses the Fourth Republic 
ad inherited from the Third Republic 


were squared in the interval between the 


termination of the war and the generals’ 
putsch. On the political! level this 
has involved party strife and.an endless 
procession of anaemic ministerial cabi- 
nets which neglected the real interests of 
France and dragged the country into un- 
reasonable colonial undertakings in Indo- 
china, in Suez and in Nort Africa; on the 
economic level the exhausting mili- 
tary commitments on different geographic 
points, coupled with the absence of a 
sound economic policy, had constantly 
created fresh and more and more difficult 
financial problems the effects of which 
can only manifest themselves yet in full 
measure; on the moral level France 
was reduced to the rank of an ex-power 
whose voice failed to command respect 
not only because it was not heard, but 
because France became disavowed in the 
eyes of the world public as the last Mo- 
hican of military methods in colonialism 


and the follower of a policy uninspired 


. by .own, interests and the needs of world 


peace exclusively. 

If the prelude to the present events 
can be reduced to these basic characte- 
ristics then it sounds somewhat parado- 


xical that they came practically unexpec- 


tedly. Admittedly this is to be ascribed 
to the fact that few had expected a coun- 
try which represents the cradle of republi- 
can institutions and democratic parliamen- 
tarism to become the scene of attempts 
at imposing a ,solution“ through: rebel- 
lion and armed threats against the Repu- 
blic. The generals’ junta certainly cannot 
be accused of failure to pick .an auspi- 
cious hour and a convenient ground for 
its action; for,’ Paris was without a go- 
vernment, and France without an army, 
when Massi appeared on the scene with 
the Committee of Public Salvation. The 
definitive meaning of this was that Alge- 
ria (with half a million soldiers) seceded , 
from a legitimate France (left to Parlia- 
ten-thousand-odd gendarmes). 


ment and 


Pflimlin’s dramatic advent, with the an- 
nouncement that France is on the thre- 
shold of civil war, had marked the be- 
ginning of a duel the epilogue of which 
will be the result of what was left undo- 
ne rather of what was acually done. If 
the question were posed what Pflimlin did 
or did not do it would be seen that he 
had conceived of his action for defence 
of the Republic honestly and patriotically, 
but not without illusions also, and that 
he had caried it out without the due 


energy, which means without results too. 


zi At first, Pflimlin had ‘expected the put- 


schists in Algeria to take sufficient war- 
ning from the very majority he had 
obtained in Parliament being the largest 
such majority recorded in the post- 
war period. But this was not enough. 
Pflimlin sought and obtained the Par- 
liament’s approval to introduce a state 
of emergency in the country. This had 
dramatized the situation but it changed 
nothing in the true state of affairs; if it 
was a case of a measure of pressure, this 
was sanctioned, yet pressure itself remai- 


‘ned absent. Next Pflimlin sought and ob- 


tained the Parliament's approval to extend 
the government's emergency powers in 
Algeria: If he intended to impress the re- 
bels with this once more and peg General 
Saland to the side of the government, this 
again proved a measure devoid of a prac- 
tical effect. When rebellion broke out 
on Corsica and the putsch began to ap- 
proach the shores of France Pflimlin con- 
demned the ,,coup de main against the 
legitimate authorities“ yet he only ob- 
tained the Parliament's opproval to de- 
prive the conspirator Pascal Arrigo of 
his Deputy’s immunities. It became quite 
certain that both Algeria and Corsica had 
been lost and that it might come to un- 
pleasant incidents even in France herself, 
so Pflimlin staked everything on a single 
card: Constitutional reform. At a moment 
when it was entirely uncertain whether 
the envisaged amendments of the Con- 
stitution might strengthen or definitively 
jeopardize his position Pflimlin failed to 
obtain the desired majority and there 
was nothing left to him but to tender 
his resignation to Réné Coty. 


This collection of Pflimlin’s honest and 
patriotic efforts and missed possibilities 
for an efficacious defence of republican 
institutions bespeaks that which was of 
the essence in the whole situation: the 
balance of strength which had crystal- 
lized in the French Parliament over the 
question of for or against the Republic. 
The right of centre openly declared its 
solidarity with the putschists (the Pu- 
geadists, the bulk of the Independents, 
Bideau and similar); the National Repu- 
blican Parties (including the Socialists, the 
Radical Socialists, the Popular Republi- 
cans) reached a higher action unity then 
ever before, acting as the source of the 
capacity and incapacity of Premier Pfli- 
mlin; the Communists tried to get out 
of isolation and pave the way to coope- 
ration of the leftist forces by supporting 
the government even on those issues 
which vere sharply at odds with their 
earlier attitude. Such a physiognomy of 
the Parliament in the days of fateful de- 
bates had shown the adherents of the Re- 
public to be numerous and that the plat- 
form for the cooperation of the centre 
and the left of centre and, particularly, 
the leftist parties was no fiction, yet it 
simultaneously showed that only two ways 
existed for creating such a majority in 
Parliament which would be capable of 
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ensuring to France a strong and stable 
Republican Government, the ways being: 
either to amend the election system and 


the Constitution to such an extent as to 
change radically the present balance of 


strength between the parties and reduce. 


the prerogatives of the Parliament in re- 
lation to the ministerial cabinet, or to 
realize a cooperation between Socialists 
and Communists which would give France 
a new Popular Front Government. The 
first way was too long and problematic 
considering that the days were such as 
to demand quick and efficatious action 
above all else. And the second way was 
not adopted thanks to old misunderstan- 
dings and unsquared accounts between the 
Socialists and Communists. Parliament 
laid down its arms in the face of its own 
intolerances and the force of arms which 
had turned against it. 

The apathy of the majority of French- 
men toward these fateful events for the 
Republic. has caused the pressure of the 
masses (for now at least) not to be the 
factor which could decide a duel in which 
the parties have suffered an obvious de- 
feat. Apparently the descendants of the 
ardent defenders of the Republic have not 
conceived of this defeat as their own de- 
feat and the defeat of republican institu- 
tions, for the very reason perhaps that 
they had witnessed all sorts of political 
farces for years past. At all events, this 
indifference of the citizens as well has 
been contributive to the logic of events 
taking such a turn from the first day as 
to cause a single personality — General 
de Gaulle — to become the sole way out 
for many. 

In such a situation the future of Fran- 
ce is more uncertain than ever, regargless 
of who might head a new French Co- 
vernment: the old courses no longer can 
be followed, and the new ones harbour 
many surprises and even dangers perhaps. 
It is known what is indispensable for the 
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~mework of republican legitimacy, but it 


check. Indeed a grave theme is involved 
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rehabilitation of France within ‘the fra- 


is ignored what would be left of France 
if it came to negation of republican ins- 
titutions. This is not a.question of a so- 
lution for France alone, whom the Com- 
mittee of Public Salvation still keeps in 


causing concern today to statesmen in” 
different parts of the world. In U. S. A. 
and Great Britain there is anxiety over 
the repercussions the events in France — 
might have on the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and many other aspects of 
the Western Alliance. In Western Ger- — 


many consideration is given to the effect 


the changes in France might have upon — 
the organisms of European integration — 
and, particularly, the bilateral relations. 
In U. S. S. R. there is a conspicuous re- 

serve toward the development of the si- 

tuation in France which, this time, is the 

reflex of state interests rather than soli- 

darity with the views of the Communist 

Party of France. The attack against Re- 

mada and the putschists’ aspirations of 

conquest have caused Tunisia to turn to 

the Security Council and the Moroccan 

Government to distribute arms to the 

people for defence of independence and 

sovereignty. 

For varying reasons, but to the same 
end, all eyes are on Paris today. The 
world expects France to find herself in 
this fever she is experiencing. It is enti- 
rely uncertain whether she will manage to 
do so. In any case, the moral may prove 
great, but the friends of France do not 
desire its price to be exorbitant. 
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_ From the Seventh Congress of the League of 
Communists ‘of Yugoslavia 


ae THE PROGRAMME ‘ 


jon of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia 


Introduction 


HE SEVENTH Congress of the Yugoslav League of Communists assigned the task to the Programme 
Commission to complete work on the definite elaboration of the Programme of the Yugoslav League 


of Communists in course ofMay. Acting in accordance with the decision of the Seventh Congress, the Pro- 
gramme Comus'ssion has already sent the.final text of the Yugoslav League of Communists to the ‘press The 
Programme will be published by the Kultura“ news and publishing agency as one of a series of four volumes 
in which the materials from the Seventh Congress will be issued. The other four volumes will contain the 
following texts: the reports by comrades Tito, Rankovié and Kardelj, the Resolution of the Seventh Congress 
the Statute of the League of Coinmunists of Yugoslavia, as well as stenographic notes taken at the Seventh 
Congress of the Yugoslav League of Communists (this volume will have about 1,200 pages). 

In this issue the ,Review of International Affairs is publishing the final text of the first three chapters 
of the Programme of the Communist League of Yugoslavia which deal with the most important aspect of inter- 
national relations. During the Congress and in the reports and discussion, matters pertaining to internal 
Yugoslav problems attracted the greatest attention of all participants; of late however, many attacks on 
Yugoslavia were based precisely on the ,,criticism” of these chapters of the Programme. In view*of the fore- 
going and in accordance with the character of this review, the editors of The, Review of International 
Affairs wish to enable their readers to become acquainted with the introductory chapters of the Programme 


of the Yugoslav League of Communists in which the view of the League of Communists on contemporary 


interuational relations are stated. 


HE LEAGUE of Yugoslav Communists is adopting 
a new programme at a time of powerful develop- 
ment of socialist relations and socialist social con- 
sciousness in our country, at a time of constant 
strengthening of socialist forces in the world, and of the ever 


quicker and stronger development of socialism into a world. 


system. 

The Communist Manifesto heralded the creation of a new 
society; the Paris Commune attempted to establish the first 
dictatorship of the proletariat; but it was only the great 
October Socialist Revolution that ushered in the epoch of the 
transition of society. from capitalism to socialism. Develop- 
ments in the last few decades have shown that we are living 
in a period of gradual decline of the capitalist system and 
the birth of a socialist society. 

Contemporary society is moving socialism through revo- 
Jutionary conflict and peaceful processes, through stagnation 
and crises of society, through a series of transformation which 
arise from the struggle of contradictions — the old forms 
which are disappearing and the new forms which are taking 
their place. This transition is being achieved through the ad- 
vance of science and technology, the development of the 
productive forces, the strangthening of the ‘political conscious- 
ness and the organizations of the working class and other 
sections of the working people, the liberation ‘struggle of 
peoples in colonies and dependent countries, and the influence 
exerted on capitalist society by the constantly growing so- 
cialist forces and the already created socialist states. 


The working class, as the chief force in socialist develop- 
ment in the world, has, for more than a century, been ac- 
tive, both consciously and spontaneously, in the whole field 
of economic and social relations, changing — through various 
ways and forms of action and influence — the old, and insti- 
tuting new social relations, creating and developing the prac- 
tice, experience and ideology of socialism, thus becoming the 
objective and chief protagonist for the general interest and 
progress of humanity. 


In the last few decades the workers’ movement has been 
the fundamental motive power of the social progress of the 
Yugoslav peoples, and the Communist. Party, ie., the League, 
of Communists, has acted as its ideological vanguard and 


organizer. 


The peoples of Yugoslavia, the working class and the 
Communist Party, fighting for national liberation and for 
cialist objectives, found themselves in advanced positions, 
and in the centre of the conflict of acute international con- 
ictions, and they had to tackle these contradictions and 
lerate social development by revolutionary means — fierce, 


long and costly struggles. Socialist. Yugoslavia was born in 
and grew out of the People’s Liberatiton war and the Socialist 
Revolution. And the Communist Party, ie. the League of 
Communists,” having successfully conducted the People’s Li- 
beration War, the Revolution and socialist development, af- 


firmed and asserted itself as the leading socialist force of our 


country. 


iy, 


| The realization of socialist aims in Yugoslavia is a com- — 


plex and long process. It is conditioned by the characteristics 
of the country, its economic and cultural potential, by the 
degree and rate of development of the productive forces and 
the socialists consciousness of the people, by the activity of 
conscious socialist factors, Yugoslavia’s international position 
and the state of international relations. Success in the de- 
velopment of socialist social relations in our country also 
depends on the development of socialism throught the 
world, since our own socialist movement is a part of the world 
socialist transformation, and the successes made on this path 
by the socialist forces in the ‘world facilitate our own de- 
velopment; just as the advances made by our own country 
contribute to the general revolutionary experience of the 
workers’ movement in the development of socialism. 

The programme of the League of Yugoslav Communists 
has drown out of the earlier programmes of the Communist 
Party of Yugoslavia; it strives to give theoretical formulations 
of the essential experiences that the Communist Party, ie., 
the League of Communists, gained in the conduct of the re- 
volution, in the building up of the revolutionary State power 
of the working-class and the working people, in the imple- 
mentation of socialist social relations, in the changing of the 
economic basis of society, and in the realization of all other 
important tasks in the socialist development of Yugoslavia. 


The programme of the League of Yugoslav Communists 
seeks to formulate theoretically, through Marxist analysis, the 
general laws of socialist development, and the particular forms 
of the revolutionary process in Yugoslavia. 

The programme of the League of Communists endeavours 
to give an analysis of contemporary social movements and 
development, in the world, and it determines the views on and 
the attitude of the Yugoslav Communists towards the general 
problems of social, economic and political world relations. 

The programme of the League of Yugoslav Communists 
expresses principled views on certain essential problems of the 
present-day international worker's movement and of the deve- 
lopment of socialism throughout the world. 


The programme of the League of Communists determines 
the fundamental tasks of the Yugoslav Communists in their 
‘social and political activities in the socialist development of 
society it formulates ideological conceptions of all the es- 
sential internal problems and the foreign policy of Yugosla- 
via, and gives directions for the further socialist develop- 
ment of this country. 

Within the general development of socialist ideas, the 
programme of the League of Communists is the expression 
of socialist thought at the present level of Yugoslavia’s social 
development. Our future social practice and scientific thought 
generally will transcend, correct and perhaps even refute cer- 
tain particular positions, views and formulations, and so con- 
firm the revolutionary spirit and the creative conception of 
the programme. This will be done according to the social and 
scientific practice and scientific thought of conterporary so- 
cialist forces in the world. 


sion of the laws of the movement of social conflicts in 
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The entire development of the workers’ movement has 
evolved through conflicts of views, ideas and opinions. In the 
end-the views and theories which were the objective expres- 
given period have always been victorious. There are certai 
differences of views on some theoretical and practical question 
in the present stage of the struggle for socialism. These dif- 
ferences are the expression of dialectical contradictions of 
the development of society and of the development of social 
consciousness, the expression of the creative nature of so- 
cialist practice and thought. They reflect all the complexity 
of the transitional period; the tenacity of: old conceptions; 
the convulsions of a social system which is leaving the histo- 
rical scene; the difficult conditions under which a new socia-_ 
list society must come into being and develop. Quietude, 
unanimity of thought and harmony prevail only in metaphysi-— 
cal conceptions of the world. We, the Yugoslav Communists, — 
present, as we have always done, our views and conceptions 
frankly and boldly, being convinced that the conflict of ideas 
and. their realization test and confirm the vitality, truthful- 
ness, progressiveness and superiority, and thus also the Marx- 
ist scientific value of each conception. We, the Yugoslav 
Communists, are convinced that the struggle of opinions and 
the creative competition of social practices of socialist forces 
strengthen socialism, develop social thought, disentangle and 
transcend the existing contradictions of the epoch of transition 
from capitalism to socialism. 


Accordingly, the primary aim of the programme of the 
League of Yugoslav Communists, regardless of possible errors 
and incomplete treatment of certain questions, is to create 
for our working people the widest opportunities for further 
socialist development, and so provide our socialist activities 
with a firmer ideological foundation; to encourage ideologi- 
cal work in the League of Communists; to help to eradicate 
the vestiges of schematic thinking, dogmatism, conservatism 
and revisionism as well as to elucidate more correctly and to 
perceive more broadly the current problems of socialist deve- 
lopment in our country and of the struggle for socialism as 
a whole; to contribute, by drawing conclusion from the expe- 
rience of our own socialist practice and from the experience 
of other people to a more thorough elaboration of urgent 
problems concerning the further general advance and develop- 
ment of socialism throughout the world, to the extent to 
which our practice contributes, even modestly, to the enrich- 
ment of the common international socialist experience. 

The programme of the League of Communists is the ba- 
sis of our future activity and struggle. Considering actual 
practice to be the final proof of the correctness of theoretical 
postulates and the interpreter of ideological concepts, the Yu- 
goslav Communists will continue to learn from their own 
experience and from the experience of other socialist move- 
ments, without hesitating to correct what practice may show 
to be untenable and obsolete. It is therefore, in the very 
spirit of the programme that it should be transcended by new 
and even greater creativeness, both in the practice and in the 
theory of the development of socialism. 


CHABILER ‘I. 


Social, Economic ane Political Relations in the Contemporary World 


Capitalism Before Monopolies 


HE CAPITALIST system in its classical form belongs 

to the past. j 

In the period of free competition, capitalism developed the 
technique of production and the productive forces. At the 
same time it created conditions and social forces which, in 
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various ways, exerted growing pressure upon it, rendering more 
acute its internal contradiction, and. necessitating a change | 
in the system as such. The decisive part of these forces was 
the working class, which become the backbone of conscious 
socialist action aimed at the liquidation of capitalism. 
Developing the productive forces of society extensively, 
capitalism carried out industrial revolutions in a number of 


production, 
| private tino 
the: “social product. 


p ) ‘and destruction of small producers, the creation of 
h > working class, and the exploitation. 
Profit is the motive power of capitalist production. Pri- 
capitalist ownership of the means of production, private 
opriation, profit as the aim of production, and anarchy 
the development of capitalist economy, came into increa- 
y sharper conflict with the social character of production, 
th the organization of production, and with the general 
reeds of society. The position of the direct producers, i.e., 
ever greater significance in production, and with their econo- 
mic and political endeavours. 


The development of capitalism was accompanied by an 
ever greater amassing of wealth, by an ever greater concen- 
tration of capital, economic and political power in the hands 
of an ever decreasing number of capitalists, while an ever 
larger army of the exploited proletariat was created, thus 
leading to the sharpening of the fundamental class contra- 
dictions and of the class struggle within capitalist society. 


i In the period of liberal capitalism industrial development 
was promoted chiefly in the West European countries and in 
the United States of America, while the great majority of 

the other countries were producers of raw materials. The indu- 

i strially developed countries subjugated the raw material- 

; 


producing countries, thus creating a basis for their more rapid 
development and retarding the development of the rest of the 
world. 


+ It was upon this basis and with these contradictions that 
the capitalist system developed, a system, whose laws of origin 
and development and whose invitability of decay were dis- 
covered, scientifically analysed and explained by Marx and 


_ Engels. 


Monopoly Capitalism 
Z — capitalism appeared at a higher level of de- 


velopment of the productive forces of capitalism, on the 
basis of the contradiction of production, the centralization of 
capital and the dominant position of finance capital. 


Monopoly capitalism organized social production on a 

_ broader basis, merging the enterprises of the same or of dif- 
ferent branches and sections of economy, thus furthering pro- 

_ duction and its socialization. With the growing concentration 
“and centralization of production, planning within enterprises 
was transformed into planning within the monopolies and in 
“their interest. At the same time, the inter-connection and 
' interdependence of world economy increased. 

. The process of the stagnation of capitalist society, of its 
decay. of its inability to keep step with the possibilities of 
the further development of the productive forces of society, 
started in monopoly capitalism. This hastened the process of 
crises, led to wars in world proportions, to a general crisis of 
capitalism and to its accelerated disintegration as a system. 


Characteristic of monopoly capitalism are the emergence 

of monopolies in the develcped capitalist countries, the linking- 
-up of the monopolies, their domination over the world economy 
and their decisive influence on world politics and international 
relations. The dominant role of capitalist monopolies led to 
imperialism — the last stage of capitalism. A scientific, Marxist 
analysis of the development of imperialism at the close of 
the 19th and at the beginning of the 20th century was made 


hy Lenin. 


"threatened their positions. This competition acquir 
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cularly acute forms in the international field, 


* Monopoly capitalism intensified the ‘capitation ‘ape te 
working class, and of the working people, and increased ‘the 
pressure on the middle classes of society. At this stage of. 
capitalism, the exploitation of other peoples, especially in cor 
lonies, increased and was allied with the most phe basi as of 
exploitation and oppression. wv 


Monopoly capitalism further intensified the old, | faa 
mental, contradictions of capitalism and created new ones, 
and accentuated class and political contradictions in indivi- r 
dual countries as well as contradictions in international rela- 
tions. In order to overcome internal and external difficulties, — 
especially the contradictions between the imperialist countries _ ‘ 
themselves and the contradictions in their attitude towards — 
the colonial and dependent countries, monopoly capitalism — 
resorted to an ever greater and more direct use of the me- 
chanism of the State, and this increased the tendency of the _ 
financial oligarchy to merge with the upper circles. of the 
State machinery. 


Monopoly capitalism become a pillar of political reaction; 
it endeavoured to prevent the development of the workers’ 
movement and large-scale liberation efforts, and sought to 
suppress the influence of democratic public opinion in society. 
In countries with particularly sharp internal and external 
contradictions, the most reactionary forces of moponoly ca- 
pitalism, in order to safeguard their positions from revolu- 
tionary movements, as well as to protect their international 
positions, created fascism and similar types of dictatorship, 
linking themselves with the socially and historically most 
backward forces in the undeveloped countries. 


The struggle of monopoly capitalism for the re-division 
and expansion of their spheres of influence, for supremacy and 
domination in the world, led to two world wars and to the 
large-scale destruction of human lives, as well of social, 
material and cultural wealth. 


Changes in Capitalist Society and Strengthening of Anti- 
Capitalist Forces 


ihe ECONOMIC and political contradictions of monopoly 
capitalism and the imperialist wars intensified the re- 
volutionary struggle of the working class and the working 
people in the capitalist countries, as well as revolutionary and 
liberation movements in the colonial and dependent areas. 
This process led to the October Revolution, to the socialist 
revolution in Yugoslavia, in China and in some other countries, 
to the establishment of a socialist system in yet others, as 
well as to the liberation and political independence of many 
colonial and dependent regions. 


The new social and economic developments, the political 
events in the last few decades (the October Revolution, other 
major upheavals such as the great 1929—1934 economic crisis, 
the Second World War), the new victories of the socialist 
forces in a number of countries, and the disintegration of the 
colonial system — all these led to further important changes 
in capitalist society which in most cases, strengthened state- 
capitalist tendencies and were the result of the action of 
numerous social, economic and political factors. 
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nd technology, continued to develop at an accelerated pace. 
The unequal economic development of different regions 
the world under capitalism hampered the further advance 
of the world economy as a whole, and of the highly indu- 
strialized capitalist countries themselves. This inequality could 
ne be overcome in the prevailling capitalist relations between 
developed and undeveloped countries. 

The numerical growth and the increased organizational 
power of the working class, revolutions, uprisings, large-scale 
strikes, as well as the conscious and spontaneous struggle and 
activity of the working class and the working people in general 
_ in the political, economic and social fields, together with their 
growing influence on and participation in social life, also had 
an inevitable effect on production changes in the capitalist sy- 


stem itself. 


The socialist revolution and development in the Soviet 


Union and in a number of other countries helped considerably 
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to strengthen the socialist forces in the world, both by their 
énfluence on the capitalist system and by creating better 
prospects for working class and the colonial peoples in their 
struggle against imperialism and for quicker economic and 
social development on new, socialist foundations. 

The Second World War demanded the maximum effort 
from the national economies, made it necessary to regulate 
and channel economic development on a national level and to 
implement broad and thorough methods of war economy — 
and this also influenced the development of state regulatory 

_ tendencies in capitalism. 

The new successes and fervour of the working class and 
other progressive forces, which were the result of the victory 
over fascism during the Second World War, also brought 
changes in the capitalist system, and these changes were 
furthered by the epoch-making progress of science and 
technology after the war. 


The liberation movement of the dependent and colonial 
peoples led to the creation of a number of new independent 
States which, in order to accelerate their economic and social 
development and consolidate their independence, did not fol- 

_ low the classical capitalist course of development, but resorted 
to State guidance and management of their economy, and to 
the establishment of State ownership of the basic means of 
production. 

Monopoly capitalism, which developed into a world eco- 

nomic system, further strengthened the unequal relations which 
already existed in the world division of labour. 
; In the colonies capitalism undermined the traditional so- 
cial and economic relations and introduced capitalist relations, 
endeavoring to bind permanently the economy of these countries 
with the economy of the colonial powers. 


The accelerated development of the national economies of 
the undeveloped countries, and the powerful development of 
the state-capitalist forms and relations in the economy, has 
brought about changes in their economic and social structure, 
and this has affected the economy of the industrially developed 
countries, disrupted their relations with the underdeveloped 
countries, and so increased the role of the State in international 
economic relations. 

Together with the expansion of State management of 
economic life in individual countries and with the establishment 
of State ownership, the State has increased its rolé in de- 
termining forms of international economic cooperation, in re- 
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of capitalist society in individual parts of the world a 


other 


In order to make the growth ‘of social p 


carrying out 


prolong the life of the capitalist system, the leadir 


the same time compelled to modify this system by sup 
certain economic functions, weakening thus its private « 
talist foundations and making it less resistent to the ceaseless 
struggle conducted in various forms by the workers’ movement 


and the progressive forces of mankind. o> 

Thus the untenable position of the capitalist system from 
the economic, social and ideological-political point of view 
becomes even more evident. 


Growing Role of the State in the Operation and Development 
of the Economy of Society 


HE NECESSITY to change and establish, through State 
iL intervention, the relations in production and distribution 
in capitalism is leading to the strengthening of the role of 
the State in the operation and development of the economic 
life of society. This tendency towards State intervention in the 
economic activities of society is growing. The State is compelled 
to undertake individual measures of control over private ca- 
pital — measures which it is true, do not affect the capitalist 
system in essence, but which partially restrict the private ma- 
nagement of capitalist property. 

The State is assuming an important role in the economy 
by developing various new monetary-credit measures and by 
using the taxation system to regulate economic life, either 
directly — by nationalizing whole branches of industry and 
large-scale State investments — or by restricting the mana- 
gement of private capital and by controlling the distribution of 
profits, introducing certain elements of economic planning, but 
mostly by combined application of all these measures. J 

As a result of the internal development and changes in 
the capitalist system, of the conscious and spontaneous pres- — 
sure of the working class in present-day conditions, the role — 
of the State is weakening also in the field of labour and 
property relations, social rights, services and other social 
relations. 

The tendency of producers to influence — through bodies 
of the most varied character and differentiated rights — the 
management of factories and the management of the economy 
as a whole, although still in an initial stage of development, 
signifies an expansion of the struggle for the democratic rights 
of the working people and for the laeding role of the working 
class in social and economic life. 


The emergence of regional and wider international eco-_ 
nomic organization, in which some States are directly engaged, _ 
represents new form of economic cooperation and integration, 
as distignuished from the earlier exclusive activities of private 
monopolies in this field; on the other hand, it is also. used 
as a new instrument in the struggle for the establishment of 
economic and political hegemony of the stronger and more 
developed over the weaker and less developed countries. 


The bourgeois State is thus taking over economic functions 
at that level of the development of capitalism at which private 
ownership and private capitalist relations in production becomes 
too narrow a framework for the expanded productive forces, 
at which society is no longer capable of finding a way out 
of the crisis on the basis of the existing capitalist foundations, 


to further social reproduction, or to develop the productive 
forces. 


fyeoien rt 
ies and the State admi- 


inues. By taking over considerable economic 
State and its machinery acquire their own inde- 
c basis upon which the new social role of the 
paratus is being strengthened. The bourgeois State with 
machinery, in an endeavour to acquire its own inde- 
functions and to place itself over and above society, 
not only to restrict to an ever greater degree the role 
he working class, but also to restrict the role of private 
ital without affecting the foundation of the capitalist sy- 
n itself. , 
In these circumstances, the bourgeoisie, particularly its 
hest circles, is endeavouring to maintain and develop the 
test possible control over the entire mechanism of the 
e and of state capitalism, to establish itself permanently 
d firmly as the leading and guiding political force, so as 
o preserve capitalist relations and the privileges of the bour- 
geoisie in national and international proportions. 


That is why various reactionary quarters of the bour- 
eoisie, capitalist monopolies and state capitalist bureaucracy 
te displaying a tendency to use fascist and other anti- 
democratic methods in suppressing revolutionary and demo- 
sratic movements. 


The expanded role of the State also fosters the economic 
and political power of the bureaucracy which, gaining in 
trength, tends to establish itself as a relatively independent 
cial and political factor. The greater the balance attained 
in the political struggle between the bourgeoisie and the. working 
‘class for influence and positions in the system of state capi- 
‘talism, the more will the functions of the bureaucracy become 
‘independent, and the more will it endeavour to proserve state 
“capitalist monopolies and the social privileges of the bourgeoisie. 
It is on such tendencies that the nationalist and imperialist 
ideology of fascism is based — an ideology which endeavours 
_to present the State as a super-class national arbiter in social 
and economic relations. The greater the influence of the 
‘bourgeoisie, the more will bureaucracy serve the bourgeoisie, 
“implementing its reactionary policy. 

i The leadership of the working class alone can deprive 
bureaucracy of such an independent social role. 


CONTEMPORARY IMPERIALIST HEGEMONY 


Ay 


Struggle for the Independence and Equality of Peoples 


j page capitalist monopoly gives rise not only to a 
a tendency to maintain the existing relations of national 
‘oppression and colonial exploitation, but also to a tendency 
“towards hegemony over other peoples, and towards world he- 
_gemony. The endeavour to retain the vestiges of classical 
colonialism which, through the struggle of peoples for inde- 
pendence, has become untenable and is disintegrating more 
‘and more, is not the only manifestation of contemporary he- 
-gemony. Imperialist hegemony adjusts itself to formal inde- 
‘pendence, that is to the formal equality of nations, so as to 
“make them economically and politically dependent on the 
‘countries which possess vast economic and political power. 
‘In the struggle for this end, political representatives of the 
‘bourgeoisie often use — under present conditions — even ideo- 
‘logical and political instruments, such as alleged care for de- 
‘mocracy, freedom, etc. By abolishing or greatly restricting in 
‘this way the genuine idependence and equality of nations, 


Both Marx and Lenin spoke about the social consequenc: 
which would arise when the bourgeoisie in individual more de- 
veloped countries succeed in placing certain sections of the 


working class, or the working class as a whole, in a privileged 


position in relation to other sections of the working class, or 
in relation to the working class and the working masses in_ 


other countries. : ie 


This practice now plays a far greater role in developed i 


capitalist countries that in the past. 


The fact is that it is possible for the leading forces of © 
with extra profits certain sections — 


the bourgeoisie to ,,bribe“ 
of the working class; and that the higher development of the 


productive forces and higher productivity enables the developed . 
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countries to maintain a higher standard of living that in other 


parts of the world. : 


This practice is the direct result of the privileged position - 
held by the ruling forces in the developed countries, in relation 
to the undeveloped ones. This privileged position was acquired 
by individual countries, either directly or indirectly thanks to 
colonial exploitation, non-engagement in wars, definite roles. 
in the international division of labour, or other favourable 
historical conditions. Privileges of this kind enabled these | 
countries to accumulate superprofits over a number of years 
and thus make great headway in relation to most of the rest 
of the world in developing their productive forces, and this 
has enabled them to maintain — even after the liberation of 
their colonies — an exceptionally privileged position in their 
relations with undeveloped countries. Thus even today, when 
the colonial system is disintegrating more and rapidly, the 
developed capitalist countries still manage to retain their pri- 
vileged position, as well as the superprofits which these po- 
sitions entail. 


For all these reasons, the ruling circles of these countries 
are, both economically and politically, in the position to 
meet, to a large extent, the material demands of certain 
sections of the working class, and even to satisfy their de- 
mocratic demands, thus influencing the shaping of the latter’s 
political consciousness. This accounts not only for the oppor- 
tunist attitude which certain sections of the working class adopt 
towards their own hourgeoisie and state-capitalist bureaucracy, 
but also for their occasional support of the imperialist or he- 
gemonic policy of the higher State circles. The raised living 
standard of the developed countries is, thus, to a considerable 


extent the direct product of the poverty and dependence of 
the backward countries, and oppression, violence and absence 
of democratic rights in a great part of the world is the pre- 
condition for and the basis of bourgeois democracy and. political 
liberalism in a smal! number of developed countries. 
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rary, increasing in scope, and 
cessful, while hegemonic pressure for its pa 
linking up of this struggle with the most progressive 
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he working class and with socialism. And means that the o 


ly path to the final liquidation of imperialism leads through 
persistent struggle of the working class and progressive 

forces in each individual country for their democratic and 

social demands, and for peace, for the victory and the leading 

role of working class, for socialism and, through the per- 
- sistent struggle of the peoples, for their independence. 
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f State Capitalism 


N contemporary society there is no pure state capitalism, 
~ I because social processe are not and cannot be manifested in 
pure forms at all. Contemporary capitalism contains elements 
‘of private capital free competition, together with monopoly 
‘capital and the vestiges of smallscale ownership, while the 
function of the State as a social and political, and particularly 
as an economic factor’s, becoming ever more prominent. As 

- certain economic functions are transferred to an increased 
extent from private capital to the State — whereby the rights 
of private capital are limited in other ways as well — so 
the pressure of new material and social elements in the eco- 
nomy on the capitalist mode of production increases, which 
makes the establishment of socialist relations even more 
inescapable. 


State capitalism, therefore, is not any specific stage of 
capitalism; as a tendency it grows out of monopoly capitalism, 
which has become economically and politically untenable, and 
which is groping for a way out of its crisis by tranferring 
certain economic functions to the State, while, retaining the 
essential characteristics of capitalist relations. In this sense 
the specific forms of state capitalist relations may either be 
the ultimate effort made by capitalism to survive, or the step 
towards socialism. Which of these two it will be depends on 
the strength and consious political action of the working class, 
i. e., on the results of its struggle for power. 


The working class should guard against the illusion that 
every support of economic functions in capitalism at the same 
time means the socialization of these functions along socialist 
lines. As long as the bourgeoisie is the decisive force of State 
power, it will use its economic functions to maintain and 
strengthen its own capitalist privileges and political position. 
There can be no automatic transition from the system of state 
capitalism to socialism, to the real socialization of the means 
of production, that is, to such socialization as places the means 
of production at the service of all the working people, and 
of each working man individually. This transition can be 
achieved only through the conscious political action of the 
working class, through its struggle to attain a leading role in 
the machinery of government, and through its readiness and 
its ability to use this role actually to change social relations. 


Although State capitalism relations make it possible to 
introduce elements of regulation and planning in the economy 
of the capitalist social system, these elements cannot relieve 
the system as such of the crisis with which it has been grap- 
pling for the last decades. Although State capitalism, unlike 
liberal capitalism, can, to a certain extent, restrict the free 
action of market laws so that such a restriction can — even 
in view of the partial guidance of economic development — 
aleviate and temporarily postpone periodic crises, these measures 
cannot ,,save" capitalism; on the contrary, they show the need 
for a radical change in the system. In fact, the constantly 
increasing intervention of the State and its ever greater role 
in settling important internal and international economic 
problems confirms the fact that the crisis in the system itself 
is becoming more and more acute. 
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to maintain their position, the objective process of dev 
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strengthens and expands the social and economic pre-conditic 
and factors of socialism, objectively accelerates the 
of the disintegration of capitalism, and makes new pol 
victories of the working class, i. e., of the socialist for 
inevitable. a 
In spite of the great concentration of power in the hands” 
of the State, the system in its essence, both politically | 
economically, is weak. The fundamental contradictions 
antagonisms within the capitalist system remain: its economic 
and social mechanism more and more frequently proves to be 
powerless, the system itself is much more vulnerable to the 
pressure of the working masses than ever before, and economic 
and social upheavals are inevetably acquiring far greater po 
litical and social significance than formerly. Every major eco- 
nomic struggle now turns into a political struggle, and every 
major political clash has far-reaching social consequences. 


In fact, the process of contemporary social development 
in the capitalist world is moving in two directions. Economic 
factors, the striving of the ruling circles of capitalism to avoid 
economic crises and revolutionary political upheavals, and the 
constant conscious and spontaneous pressure of the workin 
class on social relations in general, compel society to follo 
the course of transferring more and more social and economi 
functions and means of production to the State. In this process | 
the bourgeoisie, which is linked with the State capitalist | 
bureaucracy, is endeavouring _to maintain as many of it 
positions and social privileges as possible, mostly through it 
decisive control over the mechanism of State power. In order} 
to achieve this under the given conditions, the most reactio- | 
nary forces will, in the future too, tend to resort to fascism 
and to other forms of brutal political dictatorship. As opposed | 
to this, the working class, consciously and spontaneously, | 
through the most varied methods and forms of economic | 
trade union and political struggle, is exercising incessant 
pressure for the abolition or restriction of the privileges of! 
the bourgeoisie, fighting to extend and accelerate the socia- + 
lization of economic functions, to secure decisive influence in) 
the bodies discharging these functions, and to win state power.. 


‘5 
The swelling wave of State capitalist tendencies in the } 
capitalist world is the most obvious proof that mankind is; 
inexorably: moving into the era of socialism through a wide# 
variety of different roads, into an era in which socialism is; 
increasingly becoming the content and mode of the everyday? 
life of all mankind. The subjective motive power of this process, , 
however, is still the working class, its social and economic? 
interests, its conscious and spontaneous struggle, the different} 
forms of its class activities. 


Revolutionary, Socialist Transformation of the World 


hase crisis of capitalist society was vitally intensified and 
accelerated by the October Revolution, which itself was 
brought about by the general crisis of capitalism. The first} 
victorious revolutionary socialist change in social relations 
took place in the Soviet Union, and thus the process of the 
revolutionary socialist transformation of the world began. 

The tides of the Great October Revolution have for! 
forty years now been impelling socialist chain reactions in the! 
social relations of all peoples and of the whole world, encourag- 
ing and channelling numerous revolutionary and evolutionary} 
processes towards the achievement of socialist objectives.) 
Interlinked with these processes and continuing in them, the 
Great October Socialist Revolution has truly developed into 
a world process of socialist development. 


d in the specific form of ih, dicta- 
letariat. In other countries, the end of the 
‘ld War brought about — in the wake of internal 
and the advances of the Soviet Army — the overthrow 
e0is. power, the establishment of governments under 
ership of Communist Parties, as well as efforts to 
| up a socialist society. Thus large number of countries 
arked upon the road to socialism. The chief characteristics 
the new socialist system are complete socialization of the 
of production — namely, the abolition of private capi- 
st ownership of the means of production, the elimination 
the capitalist exploitation of the working class, and the 
cing of all economic resources and potentialities at the 
rvice of the planned development of the productive forces. 
th respect to distribution, socialism starts from the principle 
t work should be the only criterion of the economic status 
f the individual. In socialism, the capitalist craving for profit 
s replaced by the common effort of society to satisfy the 
tsonal and collective needs of the people to the maximum 
ent. 


_ In the process of the emancipation of society from capita- 
list social relations, socialist consciousness represents a major 
jective force and material power, which is capable of exer- 
‘cising a powerful influence on the transformation and gui- 
dance of social development, provided it is capable of in- 


erpreting the objective material and social-political move- 
_ments in a creative and progressive way. For this very reason 
“the socialist 5tate, in the first stage, necessarily takes over to 
lesser or greater degree the entire organization and plan- 
ming of production. Thus the State becomes a powerful instru- 
“ment of conscious action which directs all means and efforts 
‘to achieve definite economic aims, establishes planned so- 
- cialist distribution of the values created, and thus accelerates 
‘the advance of society and secures the necessary material 
‘and social-economic preconditions for the further promotion 
of socialist relations. By doing so, it also creates the condi- 
‘tions for its own gradual withering away. 


oa 
' Socialism began solving important and far-reaching eco- 
“nomic and social problems — which were all the more dif- 


‘ficult and complicated because of the countries which have 
so far embarked upon the road of socialist construction are 
“comparatively backward, with undeveloped productive forces 
and with a numerically small working class, all of which have 
‘inevitably given their stamp to the forms and methods of 
‘socialist construction so far. The expropriation of the bour- 
“geoisie and the new prospects of economic growth released 
‘the energies of the working people in a measure that made 
‘it possible to accomplish signal results in the construction and 
expansion of economic strength and, especially, to develop 
the heavy industry and power-producing resources. Fighting 
against the anarchy of capitalist commodity production, so- 
cialism is in a position to carry out radical changes in so- 
‘cial relations in the countryside and to develop modern agri- 
cultural production. Socialism has proved to be a social-eco- 
‘nomic system which is capable of developing the means of 
production and increase in speed of growth of the national 
income at the quickest rate. This provides the basis of and 
leads to profound changes in the social structure of society, 
which is particularly manifested in the growing participation 
and role of the workers and the intelligentzia in the forward 
march of society. 

Socialism has definitely ceased to be merely an ideolo- 
gical trend, a political movement, or a social ,,experiment”. 
Contemporary socialism has become a material force, an eco- 
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expression in the as world re are Hass toni ‘fore Bis | 
her sharpening of the existing contradictions, towards the 
inevitable socialization of the means of production and, con- 
sequently, towards ‘the introduction of socialist relations. At | es 
the same time, the subjective forces of socialism are growing 

stronger, as is also the social influence of the working class. 
In many countries the working class has already become a — 
social and political factor of such importance that it ‘is ca- 4 
pable of exercising, and does in fact exercise a signal in- 
fluence on social development and on the current policy of 
the higher circles of the State. And even when it is not in 
power, the working class:— by virtue of its strength and 
pressure keeps strengthening and developing those social and 
economic factors which break up the unity of the capitalist 
system and make the victory of the socialist forces inevitable. — 


Apart from this, in the underdeveloped countries which 
have only recently thrown off colonial slavery, there are ten- 
dencies to by-pass — and there are possibilities of doing so — 
specific stages of capitalist development and to build directly 
the necessary economic foundations for the development of 
socialism. This course alone can secure the accelerated deve- 
lopment of the productive forces in those countries, that is, 
their emancipation from the fetters of century-old economic 
and cultural backwardness. In such conditions, even the forms 
of State capitalism can play — and do play for definite pe- 
riods = a progressive role. The young working class in these 
under-developed countries, supporting these efforts and fighting 
for control of the management of nationalized means of pro- 
duction, as well as for better conditions of life and work, is, 
at the same time, paving the way for its own decisive in- 
fluence on State power on the basis of its cooperation with. 
the broadest sections of the working people and progressive: 
movements. 


Further Development of Socialist Forces 


plies development of socialism in the contemporary world 
consist of the combined economic and political influence of 
the results of socialist construction which have already been 
accomplished by individual countries, together with various 
revolutionary and evolutionary processes in the capitalist 
countries. These processes are developing through revolutio- 
nary, parliamentary and other forms of struggle, and through 
various forms of cooperation and ideological struggle in the 
socialist and other progressive social movements. The eco- 
nomic and political forces of socialism are expanding, and 
the degree of the development and stability of socialist re- 
lations and the effectiveness of socialist democracy, depend on 
the strength and subjective efficiency of the conscious so- 
cialist forces of individual countries. 

The further growth of the productive forces is also 
influenced by the development of science and technology. 
New epoch-making discoveries, such as nuclear energy, elec- 
tronics, automation, discoveries in the sphere of biology, 
etc., are accelerating the development of the productive 
forces of society. And the framework of capitalist society 
has thus become too narrow for these expanded productive 
forces. 


oming a single world process and world system. _ 
i es however, does not mean that _ capitalism has 


- ol or threaten the iaaaine sotish role D the soctaliat for- 
“ces. The capitalist system is still a powerful world factor. 
As such, it influences even the internal development of the 
: socialist countries, and particularly the essential social de- 
ree -velopments in the capitalist countries. 


“tion, of the capitalist social system. And the greater the 
saat advance of socialist relations in the countries where the 
power is in the hands of the socialist forces, the more capable 
- the workers’ movement in capitalist countries is of using the 
. broad opportunities and the many different forms of struggle 
that are available to it, in order to influence the development 
of society, and the quicker will the process ‘of the disinte- 
gration of capitalism be. 

In this way the problems of the internal development 
of socialist countries and of socialist relations generally are 
becoming the predominant social issue of contemporary 
mankind. The epoch in which mankind is living today is, 
more than anything else, the epoch of the introduction and 
strengthening of the new social, political and cultural forms 
which are based on socialist economic relations. Socialist 
thinking is no longer primarily concerned with the overthrow 
of the old, capitalist system; it is looking ahead: it must 
solve new tasks in the further development of socialism on 
the basis of an analysis of the contradictions in which so- 
cialism moves forward and of the numerous transitional so- 
cial processes through which socialist relations among people 
take shape and develop. 

Naturally these processes often go through difficult pe- 
riods of struggle, convulsion, error, groping and temporary 
setback. Such struggles and such difficulties have accom- 
panied the blazing of every new path in the history of human 
society. The enemies of socialism hope and rejoice at these 
difficulties and setbacks, but in vain. Difficulties of this 
type cannot turn back the wheels of history. They only 
encourage the most progressive socialist forces to discard 
all that is out-lived and to find a better, more correct path 
to further advance. The Yugoslav Communists are proud of 
being able to contribute their share to this great historical 
objective of contemporary mankind. 


' 
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Different Forms of Socialist Development 


ONTEMPORARY socialism is not, and cannot be, pure and 

homogenous. Vestiges of the old system intermingle, and the 
laws of commodity production continue to operate in it. 
Some of the contradiction and antagonism characteristic of 
the closing stages of capitalism are carried over into 
the first stages of the construction of socialist society. 

Socialist development does not follow a straight line. 
Men do build socialism consciously, but in various coun- 
tries they do so under different conditions: they clash’ with 
more or less acute internal contradictions, they operate under 
different influences of spontaneity and of various social and 
material factors, and, in solving concrete problems, they 
arrive at different subjective decisions. The aims of socia- 
lism are the same, but owing to various objective and subjec- 
tive reasons, people realize them by different ways and 
means. In the development of socialism, each people rely 
upon the experiences of others, but every one of them brings 
to that common experience their own particular contribution, 
thus enriching it. 

The uneven development of socialism and the wide di- 
versity of its paths and forms produce a number of internal 
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Nothing, however, can now halt the further disintegra- 


- forces — encounter the resistance of different social 
upon whose strength and role both the rate of ae 
and the concrete forms of socialist relations - depend. — 
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Roots of Internal Contradictions of Socialist canna 
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OCIALIST relations depend primarily on the material 

foundations of society. If the economic foundations are 
backward and undeveloped, the stabilization of the leading 
role of the working class and socialist forces is more dif- 
ficult, and the construction of socialism is a long process. 
The leading forces therefore, turn their attention primarily 
to the building up of the indispensable economic founda- 
tions. Under such circumstances, the socialist forces are often — 
compelled to make compromises with the small-owner elements 
and even with the bourgeoisie — to rely temporarily on dif- 
ferent forms of State capitalist relations and methods. The 
intermingling of all these relations and mutual influences 
creates a number of contradictions and antagonisms which 
cannot be ,passed over“ by means of administrative, pseudo- 
revolutionary measures for the simple reason that their roots 
lie in the material foundations. At the same time it is pre- 
cisely through these contradictions that, under given circum- 
stances, society advances most rapidly. 

Significant sources of influence on the development of | 
society are the economic and political vestiges and elements 
of the old society, i. e., the bourgeoisie — that section of 
intelligentzia which is linked with capitalism, small-owner — 
selfishness, private ownership, among the middle sections of 
the population, private ownership of the land, etc. The more | 
backward the country, the stronger is the role of these fac- — 
tors, and the more they aggravate internal contradictions 
and antagonisms. They are also the main source of tenden- ~ 
cies toward restoration of capitalism and bourgeois power. — 
These bourgeois tendencies have, in themselves, no great 
political force, because the working people do not want the | 
re-establishment of the system of exploitation. They may, ho- — 
wever, become a real danger if, as a result of objective 
difficulties or because of the strengthening of the bureaucracy 
and other negative manifestations, the relations between the 
leading political forces of the socialist state and the working 
class should be disturbed. 


Another factor of considerable importance which the 
most progressive socialist forces have to grapple with is the 
backward social consciousness of the working people, including 
large sections of the working class, as well as the influence 
of this negative consciousness on social and political bodies. 
The revolution cannot change overnight the existing economic 
foundations, eliminate want and personal material hardships, — 
or change the social consciousness of men, which had been | 
formed under conditions of exploitation and poverty. Back- | 
ward concepts among the working people, the feeling that 
their needs have not been satisfied, small-owner selfishness 
and so forth, ofter join hands with reactionary, ideological 
and political trends whose origin lies in the remnants of the 
old society or in other influences alien to socialism. 


: 
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“a of the manifestations of this backward social con- 

sciousness is blind destructive anarchism. If displayed. 
among the working class. it reflects primarily a blind, spon- 
taneous reaction to the objective difficulties and problems of 
the transition period, i. e., to the continuing discrepancy 
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and working people 
chanisms of management of the social means of production, 
— have been established 
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» sections and the petty- he State administration roe the 
Set Hekastap certain sections of the ciety, instead of | being its servant and’ exe 
‘anarchism often makes its appearance as a These phenomena especially manifest themselves 
the difficulties of the transition period in general, economic preconditions for socialism are more back fi 

retreat from the difficulties of the struggle for so- weaker and where the actual social role and influence 

‘Tetreat which is cloaked by abstract, pseudo love working class is small. : 

As such, destructive petty-bourgeois anarchism Bureaucracy and the tendencies of bureaucratic sta sm, 
liberalism is not an independent social and ideo- as the last echo of old social relations, tend to distort 
political force, but merely the forerunner of other development of socialist relations, primarily by maintaining, 

cialist forces. They pave the way either to the strength- extending and restoring various forms of State capitalist es 
of bureaucracy or to the forces of bourgeois counter- lations or methods of management in conditions when such 
ution, which ride on such waves — as well as on the relations and methods ‘are no longer tolerated by the Pro- 
s of small-owner selfishness and other similar mani- ductive forces and the workers. . 
ons of backward social consciousness of the masses — , The danger of bureaucracy lies in the fact that, like’ any 
avouring to renew their links with the masses in order other disease, it enfeebles the whole organism off socialist 
restore at least some of the privileges they have lost. society, and thereby stimulates and fortifies all anti-socialist 
; forces and tendencies. Bureaucracy, above all, inevitably cuts 3 es 
: Bureaucratic Tendencies the ties between the leading political forces and the working 
OCIALIST development in the period of transition from ca- diese. thea, sharpening.-all.,tntemaly pagial conta yaa 
2 pitalism to socialism is greatly influenced by State bu- . . 
Si eAtichtineantyanetnesl’ The viesotions working Development of Socialism and the Overcoming of Internal 
needs the State for a shorter or longer historical period Contradictions 
- ge hgaa aig aes with Se eo — Beh ga Ai HE IDEOLOGICAL expression of these tendencies of bu- 
Pesce Sears Aad, CONSOMATEE 00: reaucracy are such phenomena as: conservatism, dogmatism, 
nomic relations based on social ownership of the means of statist-pragmatic revision of the basic scientific premises of 
oduction as the predominant social relations. In the period socialism, that is, of Marxism and Leninism, and the creation 
of transition, before society has built up its new economic of the ,cult of personality“. Ideological tendencies of this 
dations, before it has established itself firmly upon them, type, as the reflection of the objective contradictions of so- 
and while still searching for new mechanisms of economic cialist development, appear in various ways in the whole of 
and social management, the socialist State plays a definitely tie Mnteniatioualiiworkers novements 
Togressive role in managing the economy and in governing Consequently, after the consolidation of the power of 
society. the working class 
Centralized forms of the State management of the means : 
of ‘production, based on various -aspects of State ownership 
and administrative powers of the State machinery have, under ; 
certain historical conditions, payed a positive role in the de- 
velopment of socialism and, within given framework, are 
playing such a role today and will continue to do so in the 
future. This applies in particular to the less developed coun- 
tries which have entered upon the path of socialism, and in 
which the specific inter-relation of socialist, state-capitalist 
and other elements is both indispensable and progressive for 
a definite period of time. This type of State management of 
economic life is necessary for socialist countries, until the 


generally, 
principal factors of backwardness have been overcome, and 


the 
until the centralized and decentralized social democratic me- 


question of the gradual withering away of the State is 
raised, as the fundamental and decisive question of the so- 
cialist system of society. In the sphere of economic relations, 
— the mechanisms of the producers, of the working people 


this process of the withering away of the Satate simulta- 


cumstances. In its course the role of the State decreases per- 
social self-government increases 

differ in the future also 

In carrying out its functions in the economy, the State 


neously means overcoming the vestiges of State capitalism. 
How long this process will last depends on a number of cir- 
keeps on developing, and the functions of various bodies of 


tends to deprive the economy of its internal motive forces 
in order to establish and present itself as a social necessity 
If these tendencies increase, the State may turn into a factor 
cialism. 


ceptibly, its bodies undergo transformation, direct democracy 
lity, 


of stagnation, thus fettering social development, or it may 


process evolyes have already been seen to differ and wil] 
become a factor which prevents the establishment of the new 
social mechanisms that secure the further advance of so- 


The forms under which this 
Accordingly, those social forces which are characteristic 
of the last stages of capitalism continue to act in the so- 
list society of the period of transition although, of course, 
under conditions that have altered radically in term of qua- 
and alongside the tendency towards the transformation, 
weakening and withering away of all that is connected to 
the old social relationship. 
consciously and spontaneously the diffusion 
Our experience, as well as the experience of other so- 
cialist countries, has shown that the management of the eco- 
nomy and of the whole of social life by the State machinery 
exclusively leads, perforce to greater centralization of po- 
wer, to an even closer merging of the State and Party machi- 


of 


The working class and its most progressive forces resist 
which uphold the interests, conceptions and aspirations of 
contradictions 


iffusi tendencies 
the vestiges of the old order. Under certain conditions, they 
themselves come under the influence of various alien inte- 
rests and ideologies, which inevitably creates certain internal 

. Such contradicitions may, under definite cir- 
cumstances lead to, and have actually led to, ruther serious 
upheavals, and even to temporary political crises. Contradictions 
and antagonisms of this type cannot be eliminated overnight, nor 


can they be waved away. They can only be solved gradually 


ii 


‘ 


t, 
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Dy me te 7 


One “ 


socialism in- 


the transition 


construction of - 


uniform activity of the leading forces of socialist society; it 


‘internal contradictions. In the course of this process socialist 
‘society gradually eliminates the vestiges of the exploitation 


systems and their ideologies, as well as its own transitional 
Sat and obsolete relations and forms — its own errors and con- 


servatism. In this way man’s striving for better and more 


progressive results — which is inseparably bound up with 


‘socialism — commes to expression. 
» 1 


The Leading Role of Socialist Forces and Conscious 
Direction of Internal Processes 

HE COMMUNIST and leading socialist forces in general, 
Be having in their hands the ideological weapons of scientific 
socialism, and relying on the planned management of the 
socialized means of production, have many opportunities of 
directing these processes and of solving contradictions. This 
does not mean that any of the leading socialist forces can 
automatically discover and always assess correctly all the 
forms of social movements, that they are insured against the 
appearance of spontaneous influences, on the basis of inter- 
nal social contradictions. These influences often push socia- 


CHAPTER II ; 


- The Struggle for Socialism Under New Conditions 


The Socio-Political Role and Influence of the Working 
Class on the Development of Society 


4 Peg conditions of struggle of the working class of the 
socialist forces in general for their day-to-day demands, 
for the democratic rights of the working people, for power for the 
construction of socialism have altered considerably in the 
course of the last few decades. 


On the one hand the tasks are more difficult. The huge 
concentration of economic and political power in the bour- 
geois State and its international ties, with the tendency to- 
wards the creation of a national class authority, make the use 
of certain means and forms of the struggle of the working 
class more difficult, and often inefective. This is particularly 
true of the present state of uneasy peace, which rests upon 
the unsteady balance of power. In such a situation, every 
revolutionary action of the working class and anti-imperialist 
forces acquires an international character and musters the 
most heterogenous forces in the world. 


Apart from this, the practice of the so called economic 
»bribing“ of certain sections of the working class has  in- 
creased in the most highly developed capitalist countries. This 
practice has become a source of opportunist and reformist 
tendencies within the working class; it prevents the unity of 
the working class, retards its consciousness and class solida- 
tity in the’ struggle for socialism, advocates parliamentary 
forms of struggle as the sole correct forms, disregarding other 
means of struggle which, under given conditions and cir- 
cumstances, make possible greater success. In these circum- 
stances the ruling quarters are able to consolidate and streng- 
then the bourgois-democratic forms of the State and, for a 
certain period, of social development, to channel the class 
struggle along the course of compromise with the working 
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erefore, cannot be reduced to the peaceful, smooth and — 


is an organic social process which develops through its own : 3 shea he fi 
sequences of such errors and distortions. But at the sar 
' , 4 


forms and relations in socialist society. ly 


_ sections of society. In the transition period they can be solvec 


vin ss 


Failures and political upheavals are always the 


< 


cha 
time they encourage more progressive and more dem ati 


Contradictions and discrepancies of this kind represen 
an essential characteristic of the period of transition fro 
capitalism to socialism, and they manifest themselves in al 


in a socialist society through the process of gradual evolutior 
and constant progress of socialist relations. The difficulties 
of the objective conditions under which socialist society i 
developing in a given country, the distortions caused by sub 
jective errors of the leading socialist forces, or obsolete 
forms of the system can — in individual cases and undet 
certain conditions cause convulsions and serious social and 
political upheavals. But even such passing crises, when thei 
real causes are grasped, serve as incentives for more power- 
ful and rapid socialist development, for the more powerful 
and rapid development of socialist social consciousness, for 
the overcoming of the obsolete, and for the new reproductio 
of the leading role of the most progressive socialist fore 


class, along the course of individual reforms and material | 
concessions, at the same time creating the corresponding illu- > 
sions. 

Processes of this kind sharpen the contradictions and | 
the ideological struggle within the working class itself, un-- 
dermine its unity and weaken its revolutionary forces. The! 
negative consequences this entails are all the more serious if! 
these forces have withdrawn into sectarian isolation, bogged | 
down by dogmatism and sectarianism, if they fail to take into} 
account the objective sources and character of these proces-- 
ses, and if they are incapable of adjusting the forms and| 
methods of their political activities to the concrete condi-- 
tions of each given stage of the class struggle. 

Finally, these difficulties are aggravated by the fact that! 
the construction of socialism — through revolutionary changes: 
— has so far been undertaken pricipally by the working class: 
of comparatively backward countries. This accounts for many) 
serious difficulties encountered by socialist practice so far} 
which are the result, among other things, of the numerous} 
negative phenomena and distortions in the development of so-} 
cialism. These phenomena have made it more difficult for} 
the capitalist countries. 

All these and similar factors fetter the political action} 
and economic struggle of the working class, blunt its revo-} 
lutionary zeal and, at the same time, exert to a greater or] 
lesser extent a negative influence on the rate and forms of! 
development of social construction in the socialist countries. 


On the other hand, and in spite of all this, the balance} 
of social forces in the world has altered substantially in} 
favour of socialism. The October Revolution, the socialist Te-| 
volutions in Yugoslavia and China, and in some other coun-} 
tries, as well as the political and social changes in. the world,| 
have played a signal role of revolutionary transformation, 


r exists, and epi. 
tee eel the influence of the 


Western Europe and America, have 
number “of pea thie political and social rights as a 
of its own struggle and the influence of the revolutio- 
tories of socialism in many other countries. All these 


; socialist revolutions, and the many _ revolutionary 
anges which have taken place or are taking place in cer- 
ain countries, lead to social changes and reforms in other 
ountries as well, interlink with one another and form a 


le process of the revolutionary, socialist transformation 
if B the world. * 


er in consequence of all this, the social and political role 
and influence of the working class in the development of 
ociety has grown tremendously all over the world. The idea 
‘socialism is winning the support of ever broader sections 
the population, and the workers’ movement is acquiring 
re and more opportunities to form political alliances with 
ain sections of the population, and with other progressive 
movements. 


4 In such circumstances, capitalism and the political sy- 
eg have become incomparably more*unstable than ever, and 
e vulnerable to the pressure and social influence of the 
working and democratic masses of the people. 
@ 
; It is obvious-that at the present level of development of 
society the necessary material, social, political and cultural 
‘conditions are expanding all the time for even greater suc- 
‘cesses of the socialist movement. And the wide variety of 
these conditions creates the possibility of different paths being 
followed and different forms adopted in the struggle for 
‘socialism. 
; 
Conditions and Forms of Struggle of the Working Class 
For Socialism 


HE MIGHTY march of contemprorary mankind toward so- 

cialism has already led to its becoming the day-to-day prac- 
tice of hundreds of millions of people, into a practice which 
becomes richer and richer as new forms and new advances 
‘come into existence, either in socialist development itself, or 
in the struggle of the working class and socialist forces for 
influence on the movements of society in the capitalist 
countries. 


Owing to this, the struggle of the workers’ movement 
jn contemporary conditions is expanding and takes on a great 
many more different forms than it ever did in the past. It 
‘consists of a continuous interlinking of revolutionary and 
so-called peaceful potitical actions. The working class, as 
the leading social force, blazes its path forward through 
sharp revolutionary and anti-imperialist clashes, as well as 
through parliamentary and other comparatively peaceful forms 
of struggle. Whereas in certain circumstances the working 
class shatters the old system to its foundations through re- 
volutionary action, in other circumstances it is prepared or 
compelled to make compromises, to accept 4 concessions, 
to be content with reforms. 


Under the present conditions of the activity and struggle 
of the working class in the capitalist countries, its growing 
awareness of its power and social role of tremendous im- 
portance. The pressure of the working class, as well as that 
ef the economic development, has accelerated the process of 
nationalization to some extent, and has brought into exi- 
stence various forms of State control of production, though 
it is, of course, obvious that this only weakens but does not 


alism. The working class of many capitalist 


developments, brought about by the victory of nu 


| “demand for more e xtensive na snalizatio 1 
nd osry brings home. more “clearly the restricted 


; racy. The ever wider discussion | regar ng. the ne 
sion“ of bourgeois democracy to the sphere of so. called 

economic democracy“ testifies to the growth of the proc 
and to the final crisis of the bourgeois-democratic ‘State. 
Actually, all these fomentations only demonstrate that con- 
temporary development is raising the question of: social” 2 1% 
ownership of the means of production in an ever more acute 
form, and thereby also. the question of power as a whole. 


The struggle of the working class for its own partic 
pation in the management of the nationalized industries is 
assuming increasing significance. The successful outcome 75 
of the struggle will decide the degree of the so-called eco 
nomic democracy, the strength of the political and social poe 
sitions of the working class, the reduction of the role of the 
bureaucracy and the degree of perception of the essence of 
contemporary technocratic tendencies.: The capitalist class is’ 
forced, in this field, too, to make minor concessions, at- — Pek 
tempting thus to profit by the various forms of workers’ par- 
ticipation in the management of the economy which do not — 
restrict the rights of capitalist owners, and to use these con- oe 
cessions to weaken the struggle and pressure of the working 
class. The working class is becoming more and more aware 
of its capabilities and of the insufficient scope of the conces- 
sions it has won so far. 


In the present time, in the course of the immediate 
struggle of the working masses for the solution of questions 
involving their day-to-day economic interests and democratic 
rights, other questions are also raised, such as nationalization 
and other forms of socialization of the means of production 
and of economic functions; management of the indu- 
stries and various modes of self-government; the  strug- 
gle against bureaucracy, the expansion of democracy, 
the position of the working people in production and in so- 
ciety, the participation of and control by the workers, the 
working people and the consumers in economic management 
bodies, etc. 

All these questions are of major importance for the 
workers’ movement as a whole, because they represent forms 
of the struggle for the stronger social influence of the working 
class, for its unification, for the promotion of its socialist 
conciousness, for power. 


In under developed countries, a factor of major significance 
for quicker economic and social progress is the cooperation 
of the young working class and the broad sections of the 
population who have been mobilized into the anti-imperialist 
struggle, as well as the active struggle of the working class against 
attempts made by bourgeois elements to use the efforts which 
the liberated peoples are exerting to overcome their back- 
wardness and economic dependence for the consolidation 
of their economic and political positions. The  strivings 
of the working class are also reflected through its ef- 
forts to get a firmer control of key positions, of the mana~ 
gement of the nationalized economy, as well as through its 
fight against returning the nationalized means of produc- 
tion to private owners. 


The successes accomplished by the working class in its 
revoliitionary struggle so far, the consolidation of the political 
and economic factors of socialism, the growing role of state- 
capitalist relations in contemporary capitalism, the transfor- 
mation of socialism into a world system and many other 
factors of present-day social development — all these are 
creating and will continue to create better opportunities than 
ever before for the working class to use in certain countries 
and under given conditions comparatively peaceful means of 
political struggle in order to become the leading force of 
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‘not in any event mean that the working class should 


‘is to say, when the policy of the reactionary ruling cir- 
; makes them imperative. If the workers’ movement were 
) succumb to opportunist views. and practices, it would be 
é renouncing not only its own social role, but also all the 
victories which the socialist revolutions have so far won and 
which have, in fact, made it possible for the workers’ mo- 
-vement to use more successfully parliamentary and_ similar 
methods of struggle in its efforts to win a leading role in so- 
ciety. As a revolutionary class, the working class will, in 
the future also, undoubtedly use its revolutionary striking po- 
wer to break the shackles of capitalism, imperialism and all 
_~ other oppression, especially when and where reactionary ru- 
_. ling circles may, by resort to violence, attempt to arrest the 
inexorable march of history and bar the road of the working 
class and progressive forces to power. On the other hand, it 
is obvious that Marxists cannot allow any one particular form 
or method of struggle to be transformed into a principle or 
degma which would prevent the application of those forms 
of political action which, at a given place, are in keeping 
with the concrete conditions of struggle, of life, and of the 
concepts of the working class and the progressive social forces 
in general. 


‘ 


The contemporary development of the short but fruitful 
and very instructive struggle for socialism shows that the 
roads of the working people to power and to socialism dif- 
fer, not only in diferent countries, but also at different pe- 
riods — in accordance with the general balance of social for- 
ces of all countries. The successes of focialism in the world 
conditions, the historical background and political traditions 
in each individual country, and also in accordance with the 
strength of the concrete economic and social position and 
concepts of the working people in general. 


Yet the strugle for socialism in any one country cannot 
be waged in isolation or divorced from the development of 
international socialism. The experience gained by the socialist 
forces in the country becomes the experience of socialist for- 
ces of all countries. The successes of socialism in the world 
m general strengthen the socialist forces in each individual 
country and make their successes easier. 


The basic characteristic of social developments in the 
world, the basic characteristic of the contemporary struggle 
for socialism is the inter-relative independence and mutual 
complementation of all the existing forms of struggle and the 
efforts of the working class and of the socialist forces further 
to promote already established socialist relationships and eman- 
cipate them from manifestations of bureaucracy. 


Some Experiences of Socialist Development in the Soviet 
Union and Other Socialist Countries 


HE EXISTENCE of socialist countries and, especially, the 

further advance of social relations in those countries exer- 
cises a marked influence on the movement of society, as a 
whole, in the further development of international relations, 
towards the equality of peoples and their mutual peacelov- 
ing assistance, as well as in the direction of further progress 
and consolidation of socialism in the world. 
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HE POSSIBILITY of a peaceful transition to socialism, does 


_ material foundations of the new society at an accelerated 


L igs, Tr 
major difficulties | and obstacles. ican Pre? s ; 
In the period between the world wars, the e 
was the first and only country in which the socialist 

had come to power and in which socialist relations v 
developed. For that reason, the revolutionary working 
movement in other countries, and the liberation moven 
in the colonies, looked to the Soviet Union as to a 
for their actions. By virtue of its very existence, the 
Union, in the period between two world wars, was the r 
stronghold of all the socialist and progressive movements i 
the world. The revolutionary workers’ movement of Yugo- 
slavia, too, received powerful inspiration from the October 
Revolution and from socialist development in the Soviet Union. 
The development of socialist relations in the Soviet Unior 
was carried out under extremely complex conditions, involving 
major difficulties and obstancles. 
The productive forces were at a very low level of deve- 
lopment and had, in addition, been devastated in the wars. 
General backwardness was rampant in a considerable part of 
this vast country. The October Revolution and, later, the 
Soviet Union as the first socialist country, were the targets 
of the combined efforts of the reactionary and imperialist 
cles throughout the world. ; 


It was impossible further to promote socialist relations 
on the narrow material basis which socialism had inherited 
from Tzarist Russia. It became a nacessity to bwild up the 


pace, in the first place to build the heavy industries, the in- 
dispensable industrial basis. The international position of the 
Soviet Union and the intrigues and the actions undertaken by 
the reactionary bourgeois circles against this first country of . 
socialism, rendered the situation even more acute and impo- 
sed the generally known course of development. H | 


Under these circumstances social development in the So- 
viet Union could follow no other course but to put all its” 
efforts into the construction of the material basis required by 
the new society, and moreover to build it with its own forces. | 
This was the only way to prevent the restoration of capitalism | 
in the Soviet Union. However, the general situation called | 
for all-out efforts and for great sacrifices on the part of the. 
whole of the working class and of all the working people’ 
of the Soviet Union. ; ] 


Through the utmost endeavours, sacrifices and renuncia- 
tion of the Soviet working people, the Soviet Union accom- | 
plished important results in that direction in the period bet=" 
ween two wars. A strong industrial basis was created, ca- | 
pable not only of safeguarding the achievements of the so=! 
cialist revolution, but also of securing the further develop- 
ment of socialist relations. Thereby a firm material and po- | 
litical basis for the development of socialism in other coun-- 
tries was also created. These successes were revealed in thet 
creation of a numerically strong modern working class, in- 
telligentzia etc., all of which radically altered the internal 
socio-economic structure of Soviet society and the subjective } 


conditions for the further development of the productive } 
forces. 


The successes it had accomplished were the basis upon 
which the Soviet Union, in alliance with the other powers 
of the anti-Hitlerite coalition, was able to defeat the bloc? 
of the fascist powers in the course of the Second World 
War, this being of decisive significance for the further pro- 
gressive development of contemporary mankind. 


tions in the i ech a of the poli- 
ne State, as well as a sharper and more con- 
eee ion of many contradictions typical of the period 
nsition from capitalism to socialism, began to accom- 
this concentration of power in the State machinery. 


e strengthening of the power of the State, but also led 
and more to the rule of one man. On this basis, the 

facet of personality“ was created, along with attempts to ju- 
; fy it theoretically and ideologically. 


a _ The Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the So- 
viet working people, in the period of Stalin’s leadership, suc- 
ceeded in preserving the achievements of the October Revo- 
lution, in consolidating them by successful industrialization 
and by raising the general cultural and technical level of the 
_ country, and in maintaining and developing the Soviet Union 
_ as a support of all the socialist and progressive movements, 
in face of the persistent pressure of the forces of capitalism 
cand imperialism. Stalin, However, for both objective and sub- 
_ jectuve reasons, did not fight the bureaucracy-statist tenden- 
cies engendered by the great concentration of power in the 
_ State machinery, by the merging of the Party and State ma- 

“chinery, and by unilateral centralism. Moreover he himself be- 
_ ‘came their political and ideological protagonist. 


; It was along these lines that a pragmatic revision of some 
_ of the fundamental sciestific postulates of Marxism and Le- 
ninism was carried out — first in the sphere of the theory 
_-of the State and Party, and then also in the sphere of philo- 
sophy, political economy and social sciences generally. The 
Marxist-Leninist theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
as a political system of power in the State which is withering 
away, and as an instrument of working class struggle in the 
process of the abolition of the economic foundations of capi- 
talism and the creation of political and material conditions 
for the free development of new socialist relations, was gra- 
dually replaced by Stalin’s theory of the State which does not 
wither away and which must strengthen itself in all fields 
of social life, the State whose machinery is given too great 
a role in the construction of socialism, in the solving of 
internal contradictions of a transition period, a role which 
sooner or later must lead to the fettering of the development 
of social and economic factors. 


Manifestations of this type after the Second World War 
began to make their appearance in the international sphere 
as well, i.e, in certain elements of Soviet foreign policy and 
~ in relations between socialist countries. This was particularly 
\ evident in Stalin’s action against socialist Yugoslavia, which 
the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
unanimously condemned as an action contrary to the real 
interests of socialism. 


While resisting such pressure and fighting for the in- 
dependence of their country, the Yugoslav Communists and 
the peoples of Yugoslavia were not only fighting for their 

wight to pursue free socialist development, but were also of- 
fering their contribution to the indispensable struggle against 
> statist-bureaucratic and hegemonic distortions in the deve- 
~ lopment of socialism, and in the relations between the peoples 
© who had embarked upon the road of socialism. Their resistance 
- was consistently socialist and progressive and, by virtue of 
this, it contributed to the strengthening and the progress of 
socialism in the world in general. 
oF All these and other negative phenomena and errors in- 
- flicted harm — in particular as some of them were transfer- 
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h gat ‘sah aa so strong that they were a 
ak through the barriers or bureaucracy and of the ic tof 
sonality“. It was precisely as a result of this that 
‘istortions, which had manifested themselves under the i in { 
ence of the abovementioned negative tendencies, begat 
be eliminated gradually in the Soviet Union shortly af 
Stalin’s death, and after the Twentieth Congress of the Com- 


munist Party of the Soviet Union. The high level of development: b 
of the productive forces in the Soviet Union, the prevaling ‘social 


influence of the working class, and the forming of a ‘numerous — 


intelligentzia closely bound up with the socialist. system, ena- 


ble the further successful development of that process, whereby 


fresh incentive is given to the advance of socialism. 


Contemporary development and the results aceouptanees 
so far give the socialist forces the strength to fight, with | 


greater consciousness, and with more persistence and breadth, — 
for the further promotion of socialist relations and for the | 
elimination, frustration or isolation of various sources of di- — 
stortions of socialist development. The theory and practice — 


which preserve certain of the transitional forms of socialist 
development while depriving the working class and the whole 


nation of perspectives, must be criticized, broken and dis- 


carded. 


The leading political forces of the socialist countries and 


socialism generally are being more and more immediately fa- 
ced with the need of solving these problems, which involve 
the most vital interests of the working people; the forms and me- 
thods of management of economic and other social functions; 
the democratization and gradual restriction of administrative- 
centralized management; the constant extension of the participa- 
tion of the direct producers in the management of the means of 
production andof the economy generally; the steady expansion 
of the area of social self-government, both horizontally and 
vertically; the further promotion of the socialist system of 
distribution in conformity with the socialist priciple: From 
each according to his abilities, to each according to his 
work“; the steadier improvement of the living standard; the 
further development of the forms and methods of socialist de- 


mocracy in all spheres of social life; the strengthening and. 


further promotion of democratic rights and of the democratic 
social obligations of every citizen, and other similar questi- 
ons. In settling these and other similar tasks relating to the 
development of socialist relations, all the socialist countries 
cannot proceed in the same way and at the same rate. The 
cours they will follow, methods they will use, and the rate 
they will proceed at, depend on the concrete conditions, 
on the relations of class forces, the level of economic pre-con- 
ditions of socialism, the political structure, traditions and 
social consciousness of the population of each individual coun- 
try. But the unity of these problems as such make them the 
common tasks of international socialism, and particularly of 
the Communist parties and socialist forces generally which 
are either in power or which can have a vital influence upon 
social developments. To resolve the contradiction of the pe- 
tiod of transition from capitalism to socialism means, in the 
first place, to solve these problems, and thus secure the unin- 
terrupted development of all aspects of socialist construction. 
In following this course, communists may also err, but such 
errors are not difficult to rectify, for they are errors inherent 
to every advance. It is incomparably more difficult to rectify 
erors which issue from obstructions to socialist social develop- 
ment and from conservative clinging to forms that have 


outlived their day. 
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The Developwent of Socialist Thought. 
On Dogmatism and Revisionism 


Bid 
"THE advance of socialism does not depend only on the de- 
4 termination of the workers’ movement to fight in practice 
for.the development of socialist relations, but also on the 
_ subjective abilities of the leading political forces. For this rea- 
son, constant progress and enrichment of socialist scientific 
thought are inseparable components of the struggle for so- 
cialism and for its construction. 


In this struggle the workers’ movement, relying on its 
practice and on the great scientific theories and revelations 
contained in the works of Marx, Engels and Lenin, has achie- 
ved great results, under the influence of various social factors. 
However, Marxist thought in the course of the last few decades 
has not kept in step with the advance of contemporary so- 
ciety, and its subsequent development has not always pro- 
ceded consistently from the basic scientific postulates and 
results of Marxism — these very postulates being frequently 
subjected to a pragmatic revision. As a result of this, many 
contemporary social problems have not been fully explained 
from a scientific Marxist point of view, nor have the laws 
and contradictions of the period of transition from capitalism 
to socialism been sufficiently illuminated, thereby leaving 
gaps in the interpretation of contemporary social phenomena. 
The further development of socialism categorically demands 
‘proper treatment of the laws and contradictions of the period 
of transition from capitalism to socialism, as well as the 
freeing of scientific socialist thought from the pragmatic pres- 
sure of those social factors which retard its progress. Only 
thus will Marxist thought be able to turn to a scientific ex- 
planation of the principal social problems of contemporary man- 
‘kind, to explain the laws of movement in socialist society in 
the period of transition, and so pave the way to socialist 
practice more smoothly than before. 


Two social factors and, consequently, two ideological 
trends in the workers’ movement, have primarily acted as a 
fetter upon socialist theoretical thought, and led to a revision 
of certain of the basic scientific postulates of Marxism— 
Leninism. 


The first is the phenomenon of bureaucracy and statism. 
Closely related to this phenomenon is the tendency towards 
ideological monopoly, as well as the attempt to turn Marxist 


thought — which can retain its vitality and revolutionary 
character only by being further developed on the basis of 
practice and experience — into a static collection of rigid 


dogmas and abstract truths, adjusted to meet certain tem- 
porary needs. Therein lies the source of contemporary dog- 
matism and of the attempts to carry out specific statist-prag- 
matic revisions of definite scientific postulates of Marxism— 
Leninism. And it is this very dogmatism which, while car- 
rying out a profound anti-scientific revision of Marxism and 
Leninism, proclaims as revisionism any genuine effort towards 
the real furtherance of Marxist thought in contemporary so- 
cial conditions. 


That the development of Marxist thought had lagged 
behind the development of events was also due to the fact 
that Stalin had, within the orbit of the communist movement, 
authoritatively and incontrovertibly passed judgement on all 
contemporary social processes for several decades. Some of 
Stalin’s appraisals have proved to be correct, but a number 
of his theoretical conceptions have been refuted by practice. 
In his theoretical analysis Stalin made deviations from the ma- 
terialist dialectical method towards subjectivism and meta- 
physics. Irrespestive of the character of certain of his theories, 
however, it is clear that such an ideological monopoly had 
to influence the dogmatization of Marxism and Leninism. 


Dogmatism in the communist movement was followed 
closely by pseudo-revolutionary sectarianism, by loss of faith in 
the strength the working class, by under-estimation of or failure 
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to comprehend, the results of socialist development so far 


This situation at the same time made it impossible fully to. 


perceive the influence which socialist revolutions and the re~ — 


sults of socialist experience were exercising upon the social’ 
development of the capitalist countries and upon the policy- 
of the upper ruling circles, this to a great extent having al- 
tered the conditions of the struggle for socialism. Certain 
communist parties were too slow to grasp these facts, which 
further impeded the timely discovery of adequate forms of 
struggle, and weakened the parties’ ties with the people. 

The second factor which had a negative effect on the 
development of socialist thought was the influence of bour- 
geois ideologies, opportunism and reformism, declassé anar- 
shism and so forth. These influences gave rise to attempts- 
to revise the basic scientific postulates of socialism, that 
is to say, of Marxism and Leninism, along the lines of bour- 
geois-liberalism and reformism. Revisionism of this type, im 
fact, is the ideological expression of the abandonment of so-- 
cialist positions, and it reveals a propensity to re-establish. 
one or another form of bourgeois society. It attacks the re- 
volutionary ideological foundations of the workers’ movement, 
and, under the cloak of pseudo-liberal phrases, sacrifices the- 
interests of the reactionary social forces. 


In the communist movement revisionism of this type 
thrives on vacilliation in the face of difficulties, on disorien- 
tation caused by the subjective weaknesses of the movement: 
or by distortions in the construction of socialism. In socialist 
countries it appears as a reactionary obstruction to socialist: 
development, as a factor of the deformation of the socialist 
State in the direction of the bourgeois political system, and 
as-a factor of destructive anarchistic undermining of the 
political basis of socialist society. This kind of revisionism 
is also one of the sources of bureaucracy, for, by abetting 
reactionary ideologies and the vestiges of the bourgeoisie,. 
and, transforming itself objectively into a stronghold of anti- 
socialist forces, it hampers the development of socialist re- 
lations, sharpens internal contradictions and fortifies the role 
both of the State and of state bureaucracy. 


If they wish to remain the leading force of the most 
progressive socialist conscious action, the communists must 
be capable of fighting both of these negative influences in 
the development of socialist thought and in socialist construc- 
tion. Persistent ideological struggle on two fronts against: 
both the one and the other form of revision of the scientific 
foundations of socialism which Marx, Engels and Lenin laid 
down, and which the entire experience of socialism so far has. 
confirmed, is one of the essential conditions for the advance 
of socialism in the period of transition. 

But at the same time communists must fight all attempts: 
at exploiting or turning the justified struggle against the 
two types of revisionism to the advantage of tendencies to 
thwart efforts to develop further the scientific basis of 
Marxism and Leninism, to provide a scientific, Marxist ex- 
planation of the new phenomena which are characteristic of 
the contemporary world, and in keeping with which the com- 
munists must also determine their practical tasks. 


Situation in the Workers’Movement 


F ACED with the great tasks and opportunities offered it by 
the contemporary relations of the social forces, the wor- 
kers’ movement stands disunited. This disunity is, primarily, 
the consequence of the objective laws of contemporary social 
developments and of the social position of different sections: 
of the working class. In spite of this, however, the working 
class needs at least as much unity as exists between the dif- 
ferent factions of the bourgeoisie. On the grounds of many 
years of experience, the bourgeoisie has learnt to find at least 
those basic elements of cooperation which enable it to achieve 
unity with respect to the vital questions of its class interests 


Miceli: Seat support bepeeen the different 
orkers’ movement on the fundamental issues of 
and peace, the doors of the movement are often 
by open: to alien influences and interests, and whole sec- 

ons of it are in one or another form harnessed to the cart 
‘of reaction. ; 


Re 4 Tree League of Yugoslav Communists considers that one of 
the fundamental tasks of the leading socialist forces — if 
they really wish to contribute their share to the development 
of socialism — is to fight persistently and uninterruptedly, 
irrespective of their ideological views, for the creation of 
such an atmosphere in the workers’ movement as would be 
conducive to various forms of common actions, and to their 
? mutual or one-sided support. This would bar the way to 
hostile infiltration and secure freer forms of socialist contest 
$ of epinions within the workers’ movement. 


Communist and Other Revolutionary Parties of the Working 
: Class 


HE Communist and other revolutionary parties of the 
working class have played an immense role in the develop- 
- ment of socialism so far. The Communists, under the leadership 
_ -of the great figure of Lenin, were the vanguard of the Oc- 
tober Revolution and opened a new epoch in the history of 
mankind. The Communists were the only force capable of 
Jeading and channelling the revolutionary energies and aspira- 
_ tions of the vast masses of people in Yugoslavia, China and 
_ other countries, and of organizing them for the struggle and 
victory. The Communists initiated and carried out the re- 
- volutionary expropriation of the ruling classes in many coun- 
‘tries of people's democracy. They were as a rule the revo- 
lutionary nucleus of many anti-imperialist movements and 
the anti-Hitlerite war. In short, the Communists were the 
vanguard in the events of the last few decades which have 
given new substance to the whole history of mankind and 
turned it into a new direction. Rallying the most revolutio- 
nary parts of the working people, educating them in the spirit 
of class consciousness, helping them to understand and grasp 
the historical role of the working class, the communist par- 
ties, guided by the revolutionary science of Marx, Engels and 
Lenin, in their day-to-day struggle, were the active leading 
force of the revolutionary processes which developed after 
the October Revolution. 


4 This great historical role of the Communists can no lon- 
ger be denied or belittled by any slanders on the part of the 
enemies of socialism, of by vilifications on the part of oppor- 
tunists, philistine and petty-bourgeois phrase-mongers; it can- 
not be belittled even by their own errors, however great. 
Had the Communists not played this role, the world would 
not be what it is today, nor what it will inevitably be to- 
‘morrow. 

In all these developments the Communists represented and 
organized vital revoluticnary socialist activities, which the 
broad sections of the working people could grasp, which they 
hhad been looking for, and which they were prepared to bear 
on their own shoulders. That, too, is why they were victo- 
rious. In the future, also they will be able to win only under 
such conditions. 
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Parties almost to the danger of ceasing to act as the | 


geois Sheg led to the iectaran Fasluan® 
isolation of. certain Communist Parties, Ae 

countries where objective conditions, too, were un 
to the development of the revolutionary workers’ mov. 
This isolation, in turn, made certain parts of ‘the C0) mi an 
movement inclined to await passively the results| of i 
national development, which brought some of the ( om 


lutionary and creative factor and motiv power of Pasi 
velopment in their respective countries. 


This frequently gives rise to a helpless attitude i 
of the ooportunistic and reformist mood of part of the w 
ing class. In this respect, too, the policy of passive expect 
of external events sometimes prevails in the hope that t 
events will revolutionize the working class. In day-to-day ! 
tivity, this takes the form of sectarian revolutionary slog: 
which conceal the inability to lead actions and futile: sta 
gnation. nite 


The League of Yugoslav Communists considers that fee 
cess in the struggle always require that every Marxist party 
should be capable of organizing or supporting the struggle of . 
the working class for precisely those political and economic _ g 
requests which the working people can understand and fight 
for in a given situation. Only through such a struggle can 
the communists be linked up with the working people aid 
on the basis of their own experience, capacitate them for — ‘ 
further struggles to achieve higher aims. Nevertheless, many 
of the demands for which the working class is prepared to 
fight, or for which it is already fighting, are not given suf- — 
ficient attention or are regarded in a dogmatic light. 


The Communist Parties can establish themselves as the 
most progressive factor and, consequently, as the leading so- 
cialist factor, if they regard the socialist process in the en- 
tirety — with all the diversities of its protagonists and of 
its tendencies — and realize that different factors inevitably 
find expression in different conditions. This will, to a large 
extent, decide what place they will be able to find for them- 
selves in this overall socialist process, and to what extent 
they will be capable of acting as the motive force of conscious 
socialist action. The conception that the Communist Parties 
have a monopoly over every aspect of the movement of so- 
ciety towards socialism, and that socialism can only findits re- 
presentatives in them and move forward through them, is 
theoretically wrong and practically very harmful. 


The fact that certain Communist Parties are today in 
the process of emancipating themselves from dogmas and sec- 
tarian isolation, that they are undergoing a process of rege- 
neration on the basis of the recognition of past experiences, 
and seeking their own path towards socialism, is an expres- 
sion of the need to keep in step with the time and with cur- 


rent tasks. 


Social Democratic Party and Movements 


LARGE part of the working class and other sections of 
A the working people, particularly in some highly developed 
countries, follow the Social democratic and similar parties. For 
this reason the situation in those parties should be regarded 


17 


‘ 


" 


fag 


if. 


3 fa 
a 


a 


, 


it 


peace take : 
“began to deny, in principle, the 
struggle of the working class fo 


the ‘automatic transition from capitalism to socialism 
a series of gradual reforms. The main reasons for this 
ld be sought, among other things, in the fact that the 
e in such countries, in consequence of the revo- 
ry pressure of the working class, and under the in- 
ce of the October Revolution and the whole of the sub- 
juent development of socialism, for familiar reasons was 
ympelled, and in a position, to make certain material and 
litical concessions to the working class. This also explains 


z  aalibe : ‘ { i : » 
Under the pressure of the working’ class on all spheres of 
social and economic life, bourgeoisie made a series of con- 


cessions to the social democratic movement, though at the 


circles on a part of the workers’ movement increased. And 

this, in the final analysis, resulted in the mitigation and 
channelling of working class pressure. While strengthening the 
-social democratic parties, this situation also fostered the 
inclination of these parties to turn more and more to the 
middle classes, and induced some sections of these parties 
‘to adopt the ideology and psychology of these classes. This 
accounts for the constant growth of those trends in the 
social democratic parties which tend to turn these parties 
away from the conscious systematic struggle for socialism, 
and tranfsorm them into the pragmatic instrument of sponta- 
neous reforms. 


In line with this, individual trends among the social 
democratic movements increasingly denied the right of the 
working class to an independent policy, and deprive it of the 
“prospects of independent political actions, while at the same 
time supporting, in theory and practice, bureaucratic and 
technocratic tendencies. The role of the administrative machi- 
nery in the social democratic parties, and specially in the 
trade unions, has grown tremendously. And this machinery, 
too, is displaying a tendency to merge gradually with the 
state-capitalist machinery. This situation creates suitable soil 
on wich bureaucracy can thrive in the social democratic 
parties, and on which a specific type of reformist dogma- 
tism can take root and grow. 


History has arleady refuted such dogmas. It has, for 
example, become ludicrous to deny revolutions, when it is 
generally known that they have changed the world. And the 
entire conception of political democracy, which is reduced 
to the maintenance and idealization of the bourgeois multi- 
party system irrespective of what actual conditions may re- 
quire, is a static conception which is constantly being re- 
futed by experience. This conception does not take into 
account the basic laws of the movement of society. Above 
all, it does not perceive the mutual influence of the material 
basis of society and the political forms which have been 
built upon it. In fact, the advocates of these conceptions 
fail to see or do not wish to see that to graft political forms 
of bourgeois democracy on the new economic’ relations which 
the revolution has brought into being, can — whether they 
like it or not —- only mean paving the way ideologically 
for the forces of bourgeois restoration and, in the last re- 
sort, for bureaucratic statism. 


For all these reasons, certain social democratic parties 
which have come to power by parliamentary means are not 
in a position to carry out radical and quicker changes in 
social relations. They restrict themselves chiefly to superficial 
or very limited reforms, primarily those which the very pres- 
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and in favour of their own nation, 7 
dictions of the contemporary world and increasing the 
of new wars. IN 

Under the influence of the profound changes in the con- | 
temporary world — whose real sources and causes” many” 
social-democratic theoreticians do not perceive — all forms: 
of dogmatism which arose from the first stages of the dev- 
lopment of the workers’ movement and socialism are dealt 
severe blows. Thus the dogmas of social democracy, too, are: 
beginning to break up more and more. ‘an hha 

The dynamics of contemporary social processes will ine- 
vitably affect the further development of the social demo- - 
cratic parties as well. The social democratic parties which have — 
the following of alarge part of the working class will be faced. 
with the alternative of either engaging actively upon the 
course leading to socialism and to the unity of the working 
class, or of loosing their social influence. 
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Role of Trade Unions 


HE working class does not wage its struggle for socialism 
at through political parties alone. By numerous large scale 
and small strikes, the trade unions have, foracentury already, 
been conducting a partisan war against the power of capital, 
undermining it continously. The steady numerical growth and 
consolidation of the trade unions has transformed them into 
the biggest organized force of the working class. 

The mounting influence of the trade unions throughout 
a great part of the world represents an important factor, not only 
in the improvement of the momentary positions of the working — 
class, but also in the struggle for socialism. The workers” — 
movement as a whole takes a keen interest in the deve- 4 
lopment of the trade unions. Among other things this se- | 
cures greater participation of the broad sections of the © 
working class in social and political development and actions, 
while it also protects their interests most successfully, although 
bureaucracy and opportunism among the upper trade union 
circles often diminish their strength and hamper the initiative 
of the working class, causing it to refrain from using: the 
objective opportunities for trade union activities. } 
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Characteristic of the present stage of the trade union | 
struggle is the fact that the trade unions no longer limit | 
their requests to demands for higher wages and shorter | 
working hours, but claim with increasing determination the | 
right to participate in the management of production and 
in the control of certain of the key positions of society. 


. 
The role of the trade unions in the organized struggle | 
of the working class for its current economic, social and | 
cultural claims and for its greater social and political influence 
is greater in countries where, owing to specific internal 
development, there are no classical political parties of the 
working class, where economic development has reached a 
very high level, and where the working class is numerically 


very strong, as is the case with the United States of Ame- 
rica, for instance. 


In socialist countries, under conditions of social owner- 
ship of the means of production, the trade unions play a. 


nef hired labour, with the streng-— 
ect participation of the working class in 
on of the social product, the role character and 
the: trade unions also change. The trade unions, 
retain some of their basic functions, such as their 
; , protective and educational tasks, and are streng- 
ing them still further. 
J pore: international trade union movement is split by the 
disunity as the international workers’ movement. In 
¢ pepaere: too, the League of Yugoslav Communists will fight 
ae every possible form of unity in the struggle for the 
mmon interests of the international workers’ movement, 
| will aso lend its support to ccoperation between the 
goslav trade union movement and other trade union mo- 
ments, with a view to enabling this cooperation to contri- 
te to the common interest. 


“In doing so, the League of Yugoslav Communists will 
‘ear in mind the fact that the international trade union mo- 
SR isese is open to the same negative influences as are ma- 
mnifest in the workers’ movement generally. In fighting for the 
“unity of the international trade union movement, the League 
é; of Yugoslav Communists will not ignore the ideological and 
political struggle against the above mentioned tendencies 
_ within the movement itself. 


Popular and Nationalist Movements in the Underdeveloped 
Countries 


; A NUMBER of parties and movements, mostly those in the 
economically undeveloped countries, may, fora definite pe- 
_ riod of time, play a positive role in the development of society 
vand even pave the way to socialist development. In some 
Asian, African and Latin American countries, a positive role 
E in society's advance towards socialism may, at a given stage, 
- ‘be played by popular and nationalist movements with pro- 
gressive views, which have come into being in the struggle 
_ 2gainst imperialism and capitalist monopolies. In this respect 
a historically progressive role is also played by anti-colonial 
“movements. Workers’ movements — provided they are free 
_f dogmatism and opportunism — bear this in mind and mo- 
- reover lend their support to these parties and movements as 
_ pillars of progress, as long as they remain such, and coope- 
rate with them as with equal partners. 
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Forms of Cooperation Within the Workers’ Movements 


fT HE GREAT number and heterogenity of the exponents of 
progressive social movements, as well as that of the reactio- 
‘mary social influences which affect the workers’ movement 
— through its disunity more than through anything else — 
require that the most progressive and most active socialist 
- forces, primarily the communists, should fight unceasingly 
and persistently, in the interest of social progress and peace; 
for every possible form of cooperation, coordination and 
unification of the struggle waged by the workers’, progressive 
and anti-imperialist movements. These forms of cooperation 
cannot be laid down or prescribed in advance by any one centre. 
They will develop on the basis of contemporary development, 
‘on the basis of the interests of the working people in the 
establishment of this cooperation, of the need to safegaurd 
“peace and find ways and means of promoting effective active 
‘coexistence between peoples and states and, above all, on 
the basis of the growing awareness that support should be 
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are already tuking shape. They will range from 
such are parallel actions and wmilateral st 
progressive trends, to unity of action, and 
merging and unification of the workers’ parties. 


Bearing, in mind these tasks of the ingerne 
kers’ movement, as well as the fact that the 
interests of the workers are indivisible, although concep’ 
on the ways to achieve them differ, the League o Yug 
slav Communists, regardless of difficulties, will make ste: 
efforts ‘for the consolidation and expansion of “cooper 
within the workers’ movement and of international coope 
ration generally, for better and fuller mutual understa 


and knowledge of each other, and. for a _broader gud i 


munists will accept and encourage various Dace As 
ration, not only with the communists of other countric 
also with different socialist and other progressive parties, 
or with communists and socialists together, whenever it con- 
siders this cooperation to contribute to the consolidation 
peace, to rapprochement between different peoples sha 
gressive, movements and to the. advance of socialism. 


While fighting to the best of its abilities for the unity s ee 
and cooperation of workers’ and progressive movements, ho- — 
wever, the League of Yugoslav Communists considers that such ae 
cooperation should in no event lead to the abandonment of its 
principled socialist positions, or to the suppression of ideolo- Jae 
gical and political discussion and mutual criticism. The con- 
tempopary world socialist movement finds expression in various — 
forms and trends which cannot be abolished, because they reflect 
the complexity of existing social conditions. The ideoological 
struggle between these different trends is, in fact, a struggle r sens 
for the affirmation of the most progressive tendencies under 
concrete conditions. The communists would be renouncing their 
revolutionary social role if, in such circumstances’ they were — 
to abandon the ideological struggle against antisocialist, op- — 
portunistic, sectarian-dogmatic and other negative tendencies | 
in the workers’ movement. 
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Bilateral and Multilateral Cooperation 


HE YUGOSLAV communists do not question the forms of 

cooperation between communist parties, or between com- 
munist parties and other socialist and progressive movements, 
but they question the substance of this cooperation. They are 
in favour of both bilateral and multilateral cooperation, on 
condition that it is always based on full equality, that neither 
side attitude on other, and that there is no interference in the 
internal relations of the parties involved. Furthermore, this co- 
operation must be conducive to the interests of peace, of 
socialism and social progress generally. The League of Yugoslav 
Communists consider that both bilateral and multilateral forms 
of cooperation are essential elements in establishing the unity 
of the activities of the socialist forces and of the progressive 
efforts of mankind. If the Yugoslav communists under present 
conditions, however, attribute significance primarily to various 
forms of bilateral cooperation, this is because of the mentioned 
objective conditions of contemporary socialist development, 
and because the earlier forms of multilateral cooperation bet- 
ween the workers’ parties produced, beside their positive 
aspects (when such forms corresponded to a definite historical 
period), also negative phenomena which inflicted cons siderable 
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gave rise to the striving for an ni 2 Pa leading 
the workers’ movement, which had many negative con- 
ces at a time when there was not a single working class 

power. Tendencies towards ideological monopoly 
can in ae even greater oF age once working class par- 
Pr ties have come to power. The task of the workers’ movement 
ae and especially of the communists of the larger, more po- 
_ werful and, more responsible socialist countries — is to fight, 
both in theory and in practice, for relations of equality. In 
doing so they should start from the principle that validity and 
_ progressive nature of a given ideology, or of given forms of 


of that ideology in practice, and not on the approval of one 

sor another international body. Any aspect of ideological mo- 

-  -nopoly which hompered free socialist development in socialist 

countries would act as a brake on the development of inter- 
national socialism generally. For this reason the League of 
Yugoslav Communists considers that only those forms of inter- 

~ national cooperation which unite, on the widest possible basis, 
efforts to solye common problems of the struggle for peace, 
sof the struggle for socialism and socialist development, are 
expedient at present. 


Thn interest of further socialist development demands free 
‘socialist democratic relations between the parties of the so- 
cialist countries. In the struggle for the victory of socialism, 
the working class of one or another country may, for a certain 
period of time, be the stangard-bearer of that struggle, its 
vanguard, or possess greater material power; but that does 
not entitle it to a monopoly position in the workers movement, 
least of all to monopoly in the sphere of ideology. Past expe- 
rience has shown, and is making it even clearer today, that 
cooperation in the workers’ movement is possible only between 
equals. 


Characteristic of contemporary development also is the 
advent to power of a number of communist parties. As a 
result of this, the question of relations between communist 
parties appears in yet another historically new aspect. 


The leaders of the communist parties which are in power 
are not responsible for their work to their membership only, 
but to the entire nation as well. This fact must find adequate 
expression in the character of their mutual relations. In their 
mutual relations communist parties in power cannot pass de- 
cisions which belong to the elective body, elected by all the 
citizens. The communist parties often did not take this into 
account, whereby the significance and role of these representa- 
tive bodies was restricted. 


To proclaim the path and the form of socialist development 
in any single country as being the only correct path and 
form, is nothing but a dogma which obstructs the process of 
the socialist transformation of the world. The general aims 
of socialism are common to all, but the rate and forms of 
progress of society towards these aims are and must be dif- 
ferent, in keeping with the concrete conditions of different 
countries and different parts of the world. The freedom of 
internal socialist development and the absence of any attempt 
to impose specific forms on others, non-interference in the 
internal life and internal development of other movements, 
as well as free and equal exchange of experiences and socialist 
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socialist development, depend exclusively on the vital value 


disorientation and ideological confusion in the 
vement. Such intentions should not prevent the elabor 
specific trends, nor should they thwart the orientation 
working class towards the problems and conditions — 
own country. KA 


On. Proletarian Internationalism 
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apstit that it is indispensable for Communists to figh Eq 
for socialism and for the construction of socialism in keep- 
ing with the conditions of their respective country, the League 
of Yugoslav Communists fosters idea of proletarian interna- 
tionalism among its ranks, and educates the working people 
of Yugoslavia in this spirit. Proletarian internationalism in the 
whole of its development so far has been always concrete. 
This principle includes: first, the persistence of the workers” 
movement to develop a consistent strugs'e for socialism and 
for the day-to-day interests of the working people in its own 
country, the use of all forms of work and struggle in order 
to increase its influence: the taking over of power and, after 
assuming power, the undertaking of the development of so- 
cialism in accordance with the interests of the working people | 
throughout the world and with the interests of peace and 
of the general progress of mankind; and second, it includes 
the support of this same struggle in all other countries, that 
is to say, solidarity with the workers’ movement and the so- 
cialist forces of the whole world, in their struggle for the 
achievement of their every-day economic and political demands, 
for peace and for socialism. 
During the October Revolution and after, when the Soviet 
Union was the only socialist country, the protection of the 
Soviet Union as the main stronghold of international socialism 
was one of the principal measures of proletarian internatio- | 
nalism. Today that criterion is broader. Proletarian interna- ] 
tionalism request proper relationships, support of and solidarity _ 
with every socialist country and every socialist movement _ 
which is genuinely fighting for socialism, for peace, and for 
active peaceful coexistence between peoples. 


The idea of proletarian internationalism imposes an obli- 
gation on communists to fight persistently for peace, to con- 
demn every imperialist action and fight against it, to work | 
perseveringly for the all-round mutual knowledge of peoples, 
for their closer ties and rapprochement, for the abolition of | 
national and racial prejudices, and for all forms of inequality, 
chauvinism and hegemony which are characteristic of the ca- | 
pitalist system, for the strengthening of the independence and ) 
equality of peoples, for mutual peaceloving assistance and | 
comprehensive cooperation between all peoples generally; and 
as far as we are concerned, for the constant strengthening of 
the brotherhood and unity of the peoples of Yugoslavia, as | 


well as for their equality and unimpeded material and cultural 
development. 


In all its relations with other communist, socialist, pro- 
gressive and anti-imperialist movements, as well as in all its 
international relations in general, the League of Yugoslav Com- 


munists is guided by the great idea of proletarian, socialist 
internationalism. 


Relations - . : 
AL hanges took place in international relations after 
jecond World War, because the balance of political and 
ces in the world had altered. The world today is 
é t from what it was yesterday. 

The range of imperialist actions has been reduced consi- 
rably, while that of the socialist and peaceloving democratic 
rees_ continues to expand. The colonial system has fallen 
int in many vast areas of the world. Many peoples have 
or their independence. Entire continents which were, for 
nturies, under the role of the colonial powers and, until re- 
pe ntly, the objects of exploitation, have become active factors 
an contemporary international relations. Fascism, which consti- 
“tuted the most reactionary force of the contemporary world, 
has suffered the greatest defeat of all. Mankind, which has 
experienced the horrors of two world conflagrations is now, 
“more determinedly than ever before, resisting those tendencies 
 -and forces which are driving it into new catastrophes. 


a The struggle of imperialism for hegemony is still a serious 
threat to the contemporary world. Unequal relations between 


~ ment of various parts of the world is becoming more marked, 
_ — which also engenders political inequality. The old form of 
— the colonial system of world economy is disintegrating, the 
_ forms of colonialism are changing, but the division of the 
world into industrially developed powers and economically 
_ backward countries as producers of raw materials still exists. 
5 ‘The attempts of several ,leading“ countries towards economic 
A expansion, towards increasing their own wealth throught eco- 
- nomic and political domination and subordination of vast areas 


- of the world, has not weakened. 


ad 


New forms of ,neo-colonialism“ are springing up from 
the ruins of the old ,classical“ colonialism. The economic 
-backwardness, poverty, and difficulties of certain countries, 
especially of those which have just thrown off the yoke of 
colonialism and are grappling with the greatest internal dif- 
ficulties, are exploited in order to introduce them under a 
new type of economic and political dependence. New forms 
are being created whereby the countries receiving aid are bound 
to the countries giving aid. It is this basis that the hegemony 
of the great powers in the world is kept alive in a new form. 
_ The struggle for this type of supremacy is being adjusted to 
contemporary international conditions, and is often cloaked 
- by slogans about humanism and concern for the backward 
- areas, unselfish assistance etc. The struggle against new forms 
of colonialism, domination and hegemony is no less imperative 
than was the struggle against the old, ,classical“ colonialism. 


j The Second World War left many problems unsettled, 
and their solution is being constantly postponed. The peoples 
- of Germany, Korea, Vietnam are disunited, and living in states 
_-with different social systems, divided by artificial frontiers, 
and they constitute latent danger spots of open conflict. In 
addition to this, the postwar development brought about other 
disputable issues which become more acute whenever attempts 
are made to solve them from a positions of strength, and not 
in harmony with the wishes of the peoples concerned, for 
- freedom and independence, for more stable peace in the world. 
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y The adverse consequences of the policy of strength made 
themselves felt immediately after the Second World War, and 
- they have continued to multiply to the present day. This policy 
increases mistrust, encourages various war-mongering elements, 
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responsibility for this, today and in the future, will 


- a é ’ 
‘states and peoples persist, and the uneven economic develop- 
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accelerates armament, leads to the formation of 
tary alliances, to the construction of military | 
stationing of troops in foreign countries, to increases in mili 
budgets, and to the imposing of the burden of military 
other non-productive expenditures on the working peopl 


not only with individual political circles or individual ma 
of such policy, but _also, and even more so, with the presen 
day statesmen who, in spite of the demands of ‘the grea 
majority of humanity who aspire towards the equal coope. 
ration and friendship of all peoples and the general progre 
of humanity in peace and security, have advanced far al 
this dangerous road and are still advancing. 


One of the consequences of these contradictions is the 
formation of military political pacts, that is, blocs, and the — 
renewed armament race which, in turn, widens the economic — 
division of the world. Normal and essential economic relations 
are not being established, individual areas are autarchically _ 
isolating themselves, and attempts are being made to subordi- 
nate economic development to temporary political considera- 
tions. Owing to this, the free exchange of goods is being — 


greatly restricted and the development of the productive forces 
in varoius parts of the world is being seriously retarded, and, 
consequently, world economic development. This economic 


division of the world renders even mere acute political con- — 


tradictions in international relations. 

The tendency to divide the whole world into blocs raterds 
the realization of the idea of coexistence, and is opposed to 
the -complete independence and sovereignty of peoples and 
nations. 

Furthermore, the bloc division of the world retards 
broadest cultural and other cooperation between peoples, and 
this increases mistrust and intolerance. 


As long as the policy of strength continues to dominate 


international relations it will give rise to bloc formations, as 
a reflection of tendencies towards aggression, or of defence 
against such tendencies. Thus mechanism is created which 
impedes the free and independent development of individual 
countries. The existence of blocs creates conditions which make 
it possible for the reactionary forces to suppress progress in 
individual countries, under the pretext of defence against fo- 


reign danger. 


In view of all this, one cannot regard the international 
situation as stable. Its instability is best revealed by the alter- 
nating tension and relaxation of tension that has been dis- 
cernible in international relations ever since the end of the war. 


The Historical Meaning of the Struggle for National 
Independence 


HE struggle for the consolidation of national equality. is 

today a significant factor of the struggle for peace and 
social progress. This struggle is not in contradiction with 
the development of the widest international cooperation, but 
is, in fact, a starting point for close rapprochement between 
peoples, for futher democratic development, for the process 
of unification of the world in an economic, political and cul- 
tural respect. Successful cooperation and the highest degree 
of understanding can be achieved only between independent 
and equal peoples. 

It is true that the Yugoslav communists are aware that 
there can be no absolute independence today, when mankind 
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dence to mean such a position of peoples or 
such | relations between peoples as will make it 


those | international obligations which ‘correspond to 
own interest and to the interests of other peoples. The 
é of Yugoslav Communists, in addition, understands inde- 


peoples as will make it impossible for any one nation 
r state impose its interests or its will on other peoples. The 
“struggle for the Salitital and economic independence of peoples 
in contemporary conditions, accordingly, does not mean with- 
drawal into the framework of national frontiers but, on the 
contrary, the association, rapprochement and, in the final 
= analysis, the linking together of peoples into a single world 
community on the basis of full equality, in keeping with 
|, their own interests and with the conscious endeavour of all 
individuals to achieve this goal, irrespective of language or 
cultural background. 

In fighting for the independence of our country, the Lea- 
gue of Yugoslav Communists does not conceive independence 

‘to mean sectarian seclusion, dissociation or isolation. 


‘ The conflict which broke out in 1948 in consequence 
of the resistance of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia to 
Stalin's policy was not an expression of any desire on the 

‘part of the Yugoslav communists to retreat into isolation, but 
the expression of resistance to a faulty, hegemonic policy, 
whose affirmation would inflict tremendous harm to the de- 
velopment of socialism. The resolutions of the Information 
Bureau of the Communist Parties endeavoured to give the force 
of law to inequality in relations between socialist states, which 
was a negation of the independence of the peoples and of their 
freedom in developing socialist relations as the starting point 
of rapprochement and greater association of peoples on their 
socialist road of development. 


What took place in 1948 was a gross infringement of the 
socialist and democratic principles which should apply to re- 
lations between two socialist states. The experience of the 
past years shows that the development of relations between 
socialist countries should serve as an example, and should 
provide perspectives for the creation of better, more lasting 
and more comprehensive relations between states. These re- 
lations must be based on the principles of independence, full 
equality and respect for the specific features of every indi- 
vidual couniry. 


Resistance against manifestations of faulty practice in 
relations between socialist countries, which has already ap- 
peared more than once in various forms, reveals the progres- 
sive aspirations of the peoples of socialist countries: to build 
socialism in accordance with their specific conditions while taking 
‘into account the interests of socialism as a whole. To pro- 
claim this policy as ,national communism“ can only be the 
consequence of dogmatic or greater-state egoistic conceptions, 
or else the result of ideological influences and intrigues on the 
part of the bourgeoisie. 


The League of Yugoslav Communists proceeds from the 
view that relations between socialist countries should be purged 
of these negative phenomena which capitalism has introduced 
into the ralations between the big and the small, between the 
strong and the weak, the developed and the backward, the 
white and the coloured and, in a cultural respect, between 
the developed and the less developed countries and peoples. 
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them to. accept voluntarily and on the basis of | 


to mean such an attitude towards and such relations | 


as a of spin ‘ a Aide enc 
constitute a a factor of Peace wich can exert a d 


Tepresent Sanitine forces in mde fs Poremnatonal IT elation 
The realization that peaceful coexistence between states 
different systems is both inevitable and necessary has also n 
tured. There are realistic possibilities for the United Na 
Organization to acquire a greater role and authority in s 
international disputes and in safeguarding peace. This Organi- 
zation, despite its present shortcomings which are the outcome 
of the influence of existing international contradictions, could 
become the active factor of a democratic mechanism which 
would be used, not only to suppress war, but also to encou- 
rage and promote comprehensive cooperation between peoples, 
i. e., closer unity of the whole human family. 


As a result of all these factors, there has in the last 
several years been a growing awareness that a new world war 
is no longer inevitable. This conclusion does not mean, the 
refutation of the Marxist thesis that imperialism engenders 
crises and war: it means in the first place that the force 
and the role of the imperialist factors have weakened, espe- 
cially in comparison with the growth of the socialist and — 
anti-imperialist forces. 


The fact that states are heavily armed and that the 
armament race is continuing represents a serious threat to 
world peace today. This danger is now greater than ever be- 
fore, because the chief scientific and technological achievements, — 
primarily nuclear energy, are mostly used in the production 
of weapons capable of mass annihilation of human life and | 
great material destruction. | 


The policy of acthieving a balance of power “through 
armaments, namely, the policy of altering the balance of 
power by means of the armament race, not only makes a 
genuine balance impossible — a balance in the sense of = | 
positive stabilization of international ralations — but, mo- 
reover, unless it is stopped will, drive mankind into a new war. 


The men who today handle tle greatest economic po- 
tential, the statesmen who decide on the further use of nuclear 
energy, are faced with a responsibility greater than anyone 
ever had to assume in the past. It is today more that ever | 
the duty of people — in the interest of their own fate, and in | 
the interest of the fate of future generations — not to allow | 
anyone lihgtly to handle weapons whose use would spell the | 
greatest catastrophe for mankind. For this reason mankind’s | 
only way out of the present predicament is to ban the use _ 
and stop the production of nuclear weapons, to agree on | 
disarmament, and to preserve and strengthen peace. 


The League of Yugoslav Communists is of the opinion that | 
a steadfast struggle for the protection of peace and for general 
disarmament is necessary today more than ever before. And 
the joint cooperation of all parties and organizations of the 
workers, movement, of all progressive people, of the broadest | 
sections of the population, and of the members of different 
classes and religions, is possible in this sphere. Peace in the 
present conditions primarily means peaceful coexistence between 
peoples and states with different social systems. This coexis- 
tence must not be passive, entrenched in bloc positions; it 
must be active, it must aim to achieve ever broader cooperation 
between peoples. It must, above all, provide for the creation 


ye cin productive forces of society to a higher 
1 ote of all the latest achievements of science 


ders ‘that it is necessary to exert greater efforts to over- 
the existing division of the world on blocs which retard 
eration between peoples in all spheres of social life. 
r The policy designed to overcome this division is based 
n the awareness that the differences of social and economic 
systems need not necessarily produce bloc formations, in spite 
of the fact that there are forces in the world today which 
courage the division of the world. A large part of the world 
opulation and territories are not in any bloc formations. 
socialist Yugoslavia considers that the independent policies 
of the non-aligned states make a contribution to the widest 
possible international cooperation, and to the consolidation 
peace in the world. Although the countries which do not 
elong to blocs do not pursue identical policies, although 
here are differences in their relations with one or the other 
bloc of powers, they all advocate a way out of the present 
situation through the all round development of cooperation 
between all coutries, irrespective of their social systems. 


a The social, economic and political essence and role of 

existing blocs are different. The League of Yugoslav Com+ 
es considers that the Warsaw Pact and similar measures 
the socialist countries are a natural defensive reaction to 
the earlier created Atlantic Pact, and particularly to the re- 
armament of Germany and to the setting up of millitary bloc 
rganizations in Western Europe. Apart from this, the so- 
cialist countries have, in the past few years, made a series 
of steps and proposals designed to bring about relaxations of 
Gnternational tension, and thus also to eliminate bloc obstruc- 
tions to cooperation between peoples. Efforts in this direction 
must, however, be made by all peoples and all political factors 
which stand for the interests of peace. The League of Yugo- 
slav Communists will fight to enable socialist Yugoslavia, which 
is outside military blocs, to continue contributing its share to- 
wards the realization of this aim. 


Active Coexistence 


HE policy of active coexistence should be based on 

respect for the independence, sovereignty, equality and ter- 
ritorial integrity of other countries, and on non-interference 
‘in their internal affairs. Active coexistence can only be 
implemented between states and peoples, and not in relations 
between blocs. There can be no coexistence between blocs, 
for that would not be coexistence at all, but merely a tempo- 
gary ,truce“ concealing the danger of new conflicts. 


The policy of active coexistence is also an expression of 
the need for the powerful development of the productive for- 
ces, which has brought about the actual inter-connection of 
the whole world and the close interdependence of the econo- 
Mnies of different countries, and it makes war futile, as a 
‘means of settling any problem or contradiction between sta- 
tes, because of the inevitability of the catastrophe which the 
‘use of nuclear weapons would bring about. 


This policy expresses the objective needs of the con- 
‘temporary world for the broadest economic and comprehen- 
sive culture, scientific and other cooperation. In face of the 
alternative: war or peace, the policy of active coexistence is 
the only realistic and peaceful policy. It corresponds to the 
‘contemporary economic needs of the world economy as a 
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economic. unity of the world, a unity 
“the “ capitalist-imperialist forms of the inter 
i of labour, which will be based on essentially n 
much more intensive relations between all national e 
than was the case with capitalism, my 


_ Thus conceived, the policy of active coexistence, ae 
international cooperation and the consolidation of peace, | 
only helps to eliminate the danger of war, but simultaneously 
creates conditions for the most rapid advance of coeaiael 
The policy of active coexistence inevitably leads, in every | 
pitalist country, to the suppression and weakening of tho 
forces which retard advance and which, at the same ime, 
represent the potential danger of a new world war; it broa- 


dens the basis of the struggle against imperialism and colo- y 


nialism; it reduces opportunities for the conduct of a he- je 
gemonic policy; it shatters the basis upon which bureaucracy _ 

thrives, and assists the more rapid and less painful deve 
lopment. of socialist countries. 


not perpetuate the existing social formations but, on the 


contrary, acts towards a more rapid change of these /forss 


mations. 


The interests of the consolidation of peace, the interests ba, 


of socialist development, require that the socialist forces fight 
together with all all peaceloving forces for the victory of the 
policy ,of peace and active coexistence. The world today 
stands in need of the efforts of all peaceloving forces, of all 
states and responsible statesmen, to promote cooperation 
between East and West. A significant role in this respect is 


played by the non-committed countries, which, by virtue of — 


the fact that they are not aligned with any bloc, can con- 
tribute a great deal towards the overcoming of the exclusi- 
veness of the blocs. The League of Yugoslav Communists will, 
in the future also, remain consistent in its view that the fo- 
reign policy of Yugoslavia should serve these very aims. 


International Economic Cooperation and Problems of 
Integration 


fe HE present technology of production and the development 
of the productive forces make it imperative for na- 
tional economies to establish firmer ties with the world eco- 
nomy. The general progress of individual countries depends 
on free international economic, technical and scientific 
links and cooperation. Seclusion within national frontiers, 
autarchy, as well as discrimination which issues from ideo- 
logical or political motives, are contrary to the needs of the 
economic development of the world, as well as damaging, not 
only to individual countries but to the world as a whole. 


For these reasons, general and regional associations in 
the economic spheres, in so far as they are founded on ob- 
jactive economic needs and have come into existence through 
the development of international economic development on 
the basis of equality, may either immediately or in the. fu- 
ture contribute to the process of integration of the world 
economy, and to the mutual assistance of peoples in deve- 
loping their productive forces, as well as to their definite 
coordination. In such cases, regional international integration 
may be the first step on the road towards wider world eco- 
nomic unity. 

Certain present concrete forms of regional integration, 
however, bear a number of negative features, which are im- 
pressed upon them by the existing sharp division of the world 
into blocs, as well as by the influence of the imperialism and 
hegemony of the strongest capitalist states. Such influences 
frequently turn regional organization into an instrument of 
the world’s division, into an instrument, which helps to main- 
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Accordingly, this policy” does Si 


et 


s, in keeping with their common economic interests 


secures a quicker growth of the productive forces in the 
Ss world and the introduction of certain elements of short term 
planning in international economic cooperation, contributes 
to the mitigation of the existing international contradictions, 
creates conditions for assistance to undeveloped countries in 


ise the interest of all concerned and the entire world economy, and 
my: creates. conditions for active coexistence and for the free de- 


velopment of nations. The development of economic coope- 


‘ration.,upon this basis, without discrimination, without restric- 
‘tions imposed by blocs and without political canditions invol- 


ving the narrow interests of individual countries, is a com- 
ponent part of the socialist course towards the development 
‘of the world economy. 


Socialist Yugoslavia, taking into consideration the exi- 


sting situation in the world and the various negative influen- 


‘ces on existing forms of regional integration, has not joined- 
any regional economic organisation. However, appreciating 
‘the prospective positive significance of the development of 
‘international economic cooperation, as well as the favourable 
aspects of the elements which the present forms of integra- 
tion, in spite of their shortcomings, carry within themselves, 
and taking into consideration its own economic and political 
interests and the interest of economic growth and peace in 
Europe, socialist Yugoslavia is developing cooperation with 
different European regional organizations, on the basis of 
equality and from the angle of mutual benefits. 


Development of Underdeveloped Countries 


FIER the Second World War, a number of new inde- 

pendent states came into existence. These countries began 
their economies at a time of highly developed capitalism, with 
strong tendencies towards state capitalism, at a time of the 
disintegration of capitalism as a world system, and of the 
ever greater advances of socialist society. For the purpose of 
building up the necessary economic basis for their young 
political independence, they have to accelerate their economic 
development. In doing so, they are compelled to implement 
state measures in economic life. 


The economically underdeveloped countries today include 
the overhelming majority of mankind. These countries have 
at their disposal vast natural resources and potential. The 
economic development of these countries forms the basis of 
their political independence, and is the material condition of 
their genuine equality in international economic and politi- 
cal relations, which, in turn, constitute one of the founda- 
tions of the stability and development of the world economy, 


Consequently, international aid to underdeveloped coun- 
tries for the purpose of their economic development is also in 
the interests of the world economy as a whole. International 
assistance can contribute to historical progress only if it is 
given without military or political conditions, and on the 
basis of democratic relations between countries. Therein lies 
the great progressive significance of international economic 
assistance through collective international actions, which are 
based on respect for the independence and sovereign rights of 
the peoples involved. Such assistance would introduce a new 
element in contemporary international economic relations. 
Apart from this, it is one of the most important economic 
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) d with the principles of equal democratic relations. Thise 


‘tries, especially through an ~ategbate filed 
- framework of the United Nations. But it de 
all attempts to use international economic assistanc 
instrument for the achievement of political or military 
For this reason socialist Yugoslavia, in its foreign 
upholds the principle that international economic 
should be granted without any conditions. 


Giving priority to collective international ect 
cialist Yugoslavia, however, also takes a positive nies 
wards bilateral programmes of economic aid, provided 
these do not threaten the sovereignty of the countries receivin: 
aid, and have no political strings attached to them. 


Foreign Policy Tasks of Socialist Yugoslavia 


A foreign policy of socialist Yugoslavia — based on the 
historical experiences of the Yugoslav peoples, their re 
solve to safeguard their independence and sovereignty at alk 
costs — “serves the independence and the interests of the fre 
socialist development of the country, and contributes 
comprehensive cooperation between peoples. 


In fulfilling its tasks, the foreign policy of socialist Yu= 
goslavia implements the principles of consistency, frankness 
and independence in adopting attitudes. 

The independence of Yugoslavia’s foreign policy is oposed 
to egoism, national exclusiveness, narrow-mindedness 
seclusion. Yugoslavia is a component part of the Europea 
and world community and, as a socialist country, it is also 
part of the socialist world, that is to say, of the socialist an@| 
progressive forces of contemporary mankind. 


and 


In accordance with the general principles of its foreign 
policy, socialist Yugoslavia, has exerted.and will continue to’ 
exert efforts towards the development of cooperation and 
good-neighbour relations with all the adjacent countries, 
irrespective of the social and political differences between 
Yugoslavia and these countries or of differences in their re- 
lations with the existing blocs. This policy corresponds to the’ 
interests of the peoples in this part of the world, and is’ 
conducive to world security and peace. In all the neighbouring 
countries, just as in Yugoslavia, live various national mino- 
rities, and any kind of oppression of one people by another | 
is alien to multi-national socialist Yugoslavia, which was 
born in the fire of the People’s Liberation War and the So- 
cialist Revolution. All peoples and national minoroties im 
Yugoslavia enjoy, and should enjoy rights and duties. The 
Yugoslav national minorities in the neighbouring countries, 
as well as other national minoroties, provided a correct po- 
licy is pursued towards them, provided they are guaranteed’ 
democratic rights and enabled to create institutions through: 
which they can secure their free national, cultural and eco-. 
nomic development as free and equal citizens of those coun= 
tiers by force for the sake of settling minority questions is 
inter-state cooperation. The very thought of changing fron-' 
tiers by force for the sake of settilng minority questions in 


alien to the League of Yugoslav Communists. It stands for 
the equal democratic, cultural, and economic rights of the 
minorities in its own country, as well as for those of 


the 
Yugoslav minorities in other countries. | 

In fighting with its foreign political activities for the 
policy of active coexistence and for the abolition of the di-. 
vision of the world into blocs, our country is developing and 
will continue to develop every possible form of activity 
through the United Nations Organisation, and is fighting for 
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“parties and ipa of ees oe class 
with democratic, anti-imperialist and national — liberation 
vements, to the endeavours and desires of all peoples of 
world to make a new war impossible, so that a new era ¢ 
peaceful creative work may be ushered in. The fate of 
peoples and the future of our socialist development were ne- 
ver before so closely bound up with the fate of other peoples 4 
and with the successes of socialist development in other coun- 
tries as it is today. Seresetty” 


: Yugoslavia and World Events 


a During the past month JakSa Petrié spokesmen of 

i, the State Secretariat for Foreign Affairs held four re- 

gular press conferences for Yugoslav and foreign news- 
men at which he stated the views and attitudes of the 
Secretariat on current and topical problems of inter- 
national policy. 


May 9 

PREPARATIONS FOR EAST-WEST SUMMIT TALKS. — 
»We are glad to see that regular contacts are being main- 
tained and more concrete talks are under way which will, 
we hope, lead to a summit conference as soon as possible. 
However, we have also noted with concern at the same 
time, that certain elements tending to aggravate interna- 
tional tension which can only hamper negotiations and 
the efforts made in that direction have appeared of late“. 


oe CONFERENCE IN ACCRA. »lhe Yugoslav public fol- 
lowed the work of the nia of the eight indepen- 
dent African countries in Accra with interest and sym- 
pathies, while considering the results accomplished highly 
significant. We consider that the decisions brought at this 
conference will contribute to the affirmation of indepen- 
dence and mutual cooperation between the African coun- 
tries, as well as the strengthening of world peace and 
progressive tendencies throughout the world“. 


‘THE TANGIERS CONFERENCE. — ,,At the conference of 
the representatives of the leading political parties of Mo- 
rocco and Tunisia and the representatives of the Front of 
National Liberation of Algeria the progressive tendencies 
of these peoples towards full independence and unity were 

_ manifested”. 


May 16 

THE EVENTS IN INDONESIA. — ,,The fact that attempts are 
being made to profit by the internal difficulties of Indo- 
nesia as an excuse for foreign interference in the internal 
affairs of this country is both alarming and reprehensible 
as it represents an infraction of Indonesian sovereignty and 
a threat to its independence and peace in general. There- 
fore the demands of the Republic of Indonesia that such 
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an impermissible practice be stopped inmediately are. 
entirely justified and have met with the unqualified sup- 
port and sympathies of the Yugoslav peoples and geyeras 
ment. 


May 23 


CHAUVINIST PHENOMENA IN BULGARIA. — Resolutely 
denying the statement made by the Secretary of the Dis- 
trict Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party in San- 
dansko to the effect that ,the Yugoslav leaders are view- 
ing this region with a greedy eye” the Secretariat spo- 
kesman stated: 

» The allegation on professed Yugoslav appetency to- 
wards this region is an extremely irresponsible outburst and 
cannot conceal the fact that chauvinist tendencies have 
been manifested in Bulgaria of late in various speeches and 
articles in which the provisions of the Treaty of San Ste- 
fano on the creation of a great Bulgaria were praised.” 


THE INCIDENT IN TRIESTE. — The General Commissioner 
of the Italian Government in Trieste Palamara banned a 
pre-election meeting in Trieste on May 18 because the 
respective candidate for parliament was slated to speak 
in the Slovene language. In this connection the Foreign 
Secretariat spokesman gave the following statement: 

»The attitude of the General Commissioner of the 
Italian Government in Trieste is surprising and contrary 
to the speial statute of the Memorandum of Understanding 
which guarantees the right to use the Slovene language in 
the region of Trieste and is generally at variance with 
the good neighbourly relations between our two countries. 


May 30 


POSTPONEMENT OF SOVIET CREDITS TO YUGOSLAVIA. 
— ,The Soviet credits in question totaled 285 million dol- 
lars. A relatively negligible portion was expended so far, 
mainly on projecting and preparatory work. This is the 
second time that the Soviet Government is unilaterally 
deferring the fulfilment of these arangements by giving a 
formal proposal. The Yugoslav Government has adopted 
the standpoint that the Soviet Government is due to fulfil 
the obligations assumed by the aformentioned arrangements 
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“implemen tion of the Jong-range economic plan. 


oe bove stated Yugoslav standpoint, the Yugoslav Go- 
"vernment will be obliged to advance claims for the inde- 
ty of damages incurred.“ 

RESOLUTION OF EIGHTH CONGRESS OF CHINESE 
: COMMUNIST PARTY. — That part of the Resolution 
of the Eighth Congress of the Chinese Communist Party 


ae ey which contains slanders against the Programme of the 


~ League of Communists of Yugoslavia was assessed by the 
~ spokesman of the Foreign Affairs Secretariat as: 

an extremely irresponsible and slanderous attack. 
There would be particular reason for concern if such an 
‘attitude towards Yugoslavia were an integral part of the 
general conceptions of the Chinese leaders with regards to 
ae contemporary international relations*. 


‘THE EVENTS IN ALGERIA. — The developments in Algeria 

and the serious incidents provoked by the French troops 
in Tunisia have caused deep concern, as they threaten the 
independence of Tunisia and Morocco while at the same 
- tine impeding a peaceful solution of the Algerian problem 
t6'"be reached’ in accordance with the justified desires of 
«the people‘ of Algeria; this cannot serve. the interests of 
peace, nor the interests of France herself.“ 


CRISIS IN THE LEBANON. — The postponement of the ses- 
sion of the Security Council vouchsafes the hope that the 
internal crisis in the Lebanon will not become a fresh 
source of international crisis and conflict. All endeavours 
to the. contrary would only lead to further undesirable 

complications in this susceptible region, and hence also 
fresh ‘threats. to peace.“ 


US — SOVIET TALKS ON CONTROL. — ,We consider the 
approach to expert talks on measures for the control of 
the cessation of nuclear test explosions positive, especially 
if the mode of work of this group enables the promptest 
‘possible and most efficacious solution of this problem. I 
believe that experts from other countries can also contri- 
bute their share in this respect”. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Yugoslavia — Economic Guide 


‘Published by Privredni Pregled, Beograd, 1958 


HE SUCCESSFUL termination of World War II and 
the final liberation of the country provided an op- 
portunity for the extensive development of the creative for- 
ces of the Yugoslav peoples,’ and important results were ‘at- 
tained in all fields of social and economic life in the short 
period of something more than ten years. Yugoslavia’s con- 
sistently peaceful attitude, her wish for peaceful cooperation 
with all the peoples of the world and her policy..of. peace- 
ful coexistence led to the fact that more is said,.and written 
about Yugoslavia than ever before, and her peaceful and, con- 
structive foreign policy. demands the development. of politi- 
cal and economic relations with all countries desiring. this, 
regardless of their social and political organisation. 
However, despite the fact that much has been written 
about Yugoslavia, there is still a need for a sound, practical, 
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| case the Soviet. Government does not concede to. _ tion,. geographic P 


oslavia for “all 


osition, population, culture ; 
fare. The first part of the book is devoted to 
to the economy of Yugoslavia. This section first 
briefly the conditions of Yugoslavia’s economic develo 
her industry and mining, and other economic scram he 
reader will find in this part complete data, including facts 
and statistics on the economic conditions of Yugoslavia: all 
branches of industry and mining, agriculture, forestry, trans- 
port, building, crafts, trade, banking and credit system, and 


public financing, economic relations. with. other countries, fo-_ 


reign trade and foreign currency system as well as participa- 
tion in international economic organisations. The reader will 
also find a small guide describing Yugoslavia as a tourist 


country, — her beautiful places of interest and her cul ; 


tural monuments. This guide also offers foreign tourists va~ 


luable information about Yugoslav tourism. Finally, the book 


contains an annex containing facts about Yugoslav diploma- 
tic and other representatives abroad, foreign diplomatic and 
other representatives in Yugoslavia, Yugoslav economic orga- 
nisations, including foreign trade, industrial, transport and 
tourist enterprises and organisations. 


The Economic Guide to Yugoslavia is handsome in ap-— 


pearance and is richly illustrated. This book contains eve- 
tything that is needed to learn the basic facts about Yugo- 
slavia, with special reference to her economy. 


OUR NEW CURRENT ACCOUNT 


Review of International Affairs has got a new Current 
Account at the National Bank From June 16, 1958 on 
— wards it will read: 
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CHEMICALS AND PLASTICS FACTORY 


Split — KaStel Suéurac 


MERE glance is sufficient to realize 

the difference between the pre-war 

«and present economic chart of Yugoslavia. 
Pre-war Yugoslavia, predominantly an 
‘agrarian country industry was devoid of a 
‘broadly developed industry notwithstanding 
the wealth of her natural resources. Even 
that little 
which existed at that time were not spa- 


industry and few factories 


ted the devastation and ravages of World 
War IL. 

It was only after the liberation of the 
country, that construction began in earnest 
and at a spectacularly rapid rate. New 

é Projects sprang up overnight, — the face 
of Yugoslavia was changing!... The ,Ju- 
govinil“ plastic factory was also created 
at that time. The plastics industry is a 
relatively young branch and was previously 
virtually unknown in this country. 


During the past thirty years, the pla- 
stics industry registered an unprecedented 
progress and upswing unparalleled by any 
other industrial branch. Plastics of all 
kinds are broadly applied and used almost 
in all fields of human activity. 

Aware of the fact that due to their 
properties plastics are frequently superior 
and are successfully replacing many na- 
tural raw materials and wishing to be- 
<ome independent in this respect, the con- 
struction of a factory for the production 
chloride polyvinyle 
plastics was initiated. Thus the ,,Jugovi- 


and processing of 


nil“ Factory one of the major Yugoslav 
industrial projects was built on the lovely 
Kasteli 
munications. 


coast which has excellent com- 


The ,Jugovinil“ Factory which came 
into operation seven years ago is not 


only satisfying home requirements, but also 


exporting its products to many foreign 
countries, thus testifying to the fine qua- 
lity of its goods. 

Polyvinyl chloride plastics whose uni- 
versal uses have made them known the 
world over, enabled the ,Jugovinil“ Fac- 
tory to implement a rich production pro- 
gramme which consists of the following: 

The assortment of the ,Jugovinil* fac- 
tory is being broadened from day to day, 
but we will mention only some of the 
most important items produced: 

Various types of PVC powder are pro- 
duced thus enabling optimum results to 
be achieved for each individual purpose. 


PVC powder 404 is used for solid pro- 
cessing. 

PVC powder 606 for the production of 
viable goods and 


PVC powder 808 for the manufacture 
of soles and cable coatings. The possibi- 


lities for the processing of the aforemen- 
tioned types of powder are ‘unlimited. 

Among the ,,Juvidur* ‘group of solid 
materials which are also excellent thermal 
and electric insulators and resistant to 
various chemicals, we will only mention 
the following: . 

»Juvidur“ foils in various colours, tran- 
sparent and opaque, green tinted, and 
with special protection coating resistant 


to corrosion. 

Lining plates. of various colours and 
thickness for many purposes. 

Shapes of various colours, plain and 
corrugated, tubes of various dimensions. 
Separators for storage batteries should also 
be included in this category. 


»Juvidurflex“ is the general name for 
semi-solid products, which include besides 
plates, shapes and tubes, also granulated 
PVC and foils in various colours for the 
insulation of power transmission lines and. 
cables. 
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kes wed in them and a i: E 
mos 

through them is not impeded as in oth 

kinds of tubes. These tubes are a 

in irrigation projects because they | 


‘well even in moist soil. 


»Jugovidir” tubes are much rhe: 
than many other kinds of tubes and ca 
be easily fitted. 


Thes are only a few products of ,Ju 
govinil”, but they show that the pro- 
ducts of polyvinyl chloride find a very 
wide application indecd. 


The variety of ,Jugovinil” products is 
; being constantly expanded, and the finish 
»Yuvifleks“ products include: - Other important. ,Jugovinil“ products . cf these products is being improved 
Book covers in various colours, tran- are ,Juvidur“ tubes. Owing to their ex- day to day so that they are succesful 
‘sparent and opaque, and printed and plain ceptional high mechanical and chemical marketed in a growing number of foreig 
folders for different uses and purposes. qualities, these tubes are now wideiy countries. 
Tubes of various sizes and in various ue 
colours for use in water and in liquids 
‘corrode tubes. 


Other soft products are: profiles, tapes 
and slabs — in a vide variety of colours 
and for different uses. 


A particularly important place among 
these products is occupied by ,vinyl 
leather“ with different kinds of cloth li- 
ning. This leather is made with smooth 
and rough surface, all with multi-colour 
designs, and it is widely used in the 
production of furniture, fancygoods and 
in garment making. Its durability is grea- 
ter than that of natural laether. 

Liquid. chlorine, chlorate, alkaline na- 
trium and acetyline lime are also the 
products of ,Jugovinil“ which are very 
useful in industry. 
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